
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning Group 1 
Citizen Ideas Packet 

 

Introduction 
During the first phase of Envision 2030, more than 1,000 Cumming-Forsyth County citizens 
described how they want their community to look and work by the year 2030. Over the course of 
15 meetings, they offered their ideas and images, which were captured on flip charts. We 
transcribed the answers and entered them into spreadsheets, where they were sorted by topic. The 
ideas and images relevant to your planning group are contained in this packet. 
 
Your group’s assignment 

1. Show how the Cumming-Forsyth County community can establish quality of life 
objectives, suggest ways of meeting the objectives (including paying for them) and 
measure progress. 
Givens: 
• Quality of life may include, but not be limited to: a thriving economy, a healthy 

environment, learning opportunities, arts and culture, recreation, human 
connectedness and community attractiveness. 

 
2. Show how the Cumming-Forsyth County community can balance economic and 

residential growth as it significantly improves the quality of life of its existing residents. 
Givens: 
• One way we to do this is with state-of-the-art strategies for managing congestion and 

improving mobility. 
• An innovative county transit system should be developed that uses downtown 

Cumming as its hub, connects Forsyth’s major employment centers and relieves 
traffic congestion. 

 



Idea categories 
in this packet. First are ideas that, we believe, relate 

gnment. Second are ideas that may
There are two categories of citizen ideas 
directly to your assi  relate to your assignment. Some of these 

s 

 think ideas in these categories are most relevant

categories are shared with other planning groups (because we think they may be of interest to 
them as well). Where we’ve given these ideas to other groups, we’ve indicated the group number
in the parentheses. 
 
Primary Ideas: We  to your planning group: 

• Quality of life 

connectedness 

 
Sec  think many of the ideas in these categories may

• Planning (shared with group 4) 
• Transportation 
• Government 
• Neighborliness/
• Social issues 

ondary Ideas: We  relate to your planning 
roup’s work: 

care 
 

tiveness (shared with groups 2, 3, 4) 

ideas 
 

ow the ideas are organized 
ed participants three questions: 
syth County an ideal community in the year 2030? 

st today for that vision of the 

 
We o and 

hich ideas they felt were the most visionary, or “out of the box,” ideas. 

so that you will first see 
e ideas participants identified as the “visionary” ideas. Those ideas will be followed by the 

re the first Work Session on Feb. 6, highlight 
nt or thought provoking and be prepared to lead a discussion 

g
• Culture (shared with groups 2, 3, 4) 
• Health 
• Human capital (shared with group 2)
• Image/distinc
• Infrastructure 
• Public safety 
• Miscellaneous 

H
In the fall Vision Meetings, we ask

• What makes Cumming-For
• What do we need to preserve among things that already exi

future to come true? 
• What do we lack today that we would need for the vision of the future to come true? 

 als  asked participants to let us know which ideas reflected a consensus of their thinking, 
w
 
To stay consistent with that format, we organized the ideas in this packet 
th
things participants felt needed to be preserved, then those that are lacking. We are also including 
the “consensus” and “out of the box” ideas at the end. 

Note to citizen idea readers 
Please read through all the ideas in this packet befo
those you think are most significa
about the citizen ideas. 



 Visionary Ideas 
 

The ideas on the following pages were offered by participants in response to the following 
scenario and question: 
 

It is 2030. Time magazine is sending a reporter to Cumming-Forsyth County to 
do a cover story on how this community came to be regarded as the “model” or 
“ideal” mid-sized community in the country – the community other mid-sized 
communities around the country want to be like. 
 
What will Time magazine say in its 2030 article makes Cumming-Forsyth County 
such an ideal community? 

 



--Quality of Life--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 4 Quality of life Quality of Life
1 8 Maintain the quality of life: small rural town atmosphere, good amenities in 

a community environment, low crime rate, safe/secure atmosphere, family 
friend oriented, good education system, maintain greenspace

Quality of Life

1 13 Maintain a high quality standard of living Quality of Life
3 2 Quality of life / safety / security Quality of Life Public Safety
3 7 Medical facilities / good tax base / education / church Quality of Life Economic Development
3 9 Kick the can Quality of Life
3 9 Community of convenience with space between houses Quality of Life
4 2 Civic pride Quality of Life
5 3 Ideal quality of life Quality of Life
5 5 Caption of pic: most fit, active community in the southeast Quality of Life
5 6 Quality housing Quality of Life
7 8 Rural lifestyle Quality of Life
7 10 The growth of cumming, but it preserves their values and traditions of a 

small town
Quality of Life

8 6 Committed to physical, emotional and spiritual needs of all age groups Quality of Life
3 7 Seniors / teens / education (primary to post secondary) / family / 

environment / healthy lifestyle / educated population
Education Quality of Life

4 2 Nature and quiet Environment Quality of Life
5 2 Clean and need community with maintained landscape and underground 

utilities
Infrastructure Quality of Life

6 2 Private business and government partnerships to improve services and 
quality of life

Leadership Quality of Life

14 6 Better city clean up Quality of Life
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Good mix (density) of residential and commercial Planning
1 1 Multi-storied development (above 3) - Atlantic Station-like in construction Planning

1 1 Expanded "Vickery" concept for development with balance for living spaces Planning

1 1 City of Cumming (square) with parking, little traffic, pedestrian friendly with 
shopping, restaurants, gathering places

Planning

1 1 Community center (focus point) with ampitheater Planning Culture
1 2 Long Term Planning
1 2 Smart planning / Zoning integrity / Architectural standards Planning Image/Distinctiveness
1 2 Vickery on steroids: Business, culture, entertainment, shopping, education, 

residential all in one area (Think Naperville, IL; Greenville, SC)
Planning

1 3 Quality growth planning Planning
1 3 Increase / diversity of housing (choices) Planning
1 3 A downtown with a square or unique area with shops, park, no cars, 

walking
Planning

1 4 Town centers concept / community centers (not buildings, but 
neighborhoods)

Planning

1 5 Moderate density of development / Rate of growth in sync with 
infrastructure

Planning

1 6 Limits on apartments Planning
1 6 Thriving downtown (mixed-use) with ample parking Planning
1 6 Mixed use throughout county Planning
1 6 Houses on bigger lots Planning
1 7 Preserving greenspace by balancing density and protecting property rights Planning Environment

1 7 Calculate density by not granting more than 2 units an acre based on entire 
county acreage (= 325,000 people)

Planning

1 7 More progressive planning tool Planning
1 8 County planning / zoning / development Planning
1 8 Better balance of different types of development (residential, commercial) Planning

1 8 Greater emphasis on planning, not just development Planning
1 8 Slow down growth Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 8 Countywide plan and initiative to help direct community desires and needs / 

Government divisions to follow plan and initiatives
Planning

1 8 Stop growth Planning
1 9 More Vickery "Smaller community development" Planning
1 10 Organized growth (smart managed growth) Planning
1 10 Keep residential and commercial space apart Planning
1 10 Planned cluster subdivisions Planning
1 11 Pedestrian friendly spaces (mixed use) Planning
1 11 Mixed-use retail and living spaces Planning
1 11 Better communication between planning and builders (more honesty) Planning
1 11 Keep the county green by minimum lot sizes and larger set backs / No spot 

zoning / tighten and overhaul UDC-land use map and live with it for 20 
years / Make a plan and stick to it

Planning

1 11 Hire visionary planners and stick to it Planning
1 11 Affordable quality housing / Mass transit Planning Transportation
1 12 Growing a well-themed / planned downtown Planning Image/Distinctiveness
1 12 Strict development rules Planning
1 12 Low density development Planning
1 12 Bedroom community Planning
1 13 Moderate residential growth Planning
1 13 Try to move to an average density of 1 per acre for new developments 

(remaining undeveloped land)
Planning

1 13 Suggest / require mixed-use, inclusive of employment opportunities and/or 
schools, as a "trade" for any high density residential

Planning

1 13 Develop a "target" residential growth rate to allow school-building to catch 
up

Planning

1 13 Implement tools that will allow the target rate above to be met Planning
1 14 Photo 4: That we maintained the "future land use plan" Planning
1 15 Build up, not out to preserve greenspace Planning
1 16 Controlled smart growth (develop and follow the land ue plan! Really!) 

(residents have a voice)
Planning

2 1 Gwinnett: smart-growth examples Planning
2 2 County planning department for all departments Planning
2 3 Master plan - plan for growth -- have infrastructure before you build. 

Density of homes + balance with business (this gues with our corporate 
idea)

Planning Infrastructure
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
2 4 True mixed-use community: Walk to theater, restaurants, schools; 

Affordable housing; Diversity in cost, pricing of housing; diversity in age, 
backgrounds, ethnicity

Planning Social Issues

2 4 Community villages (ie Woodlands, TX) Planning
2 4 Growth that does not outpace infrastructure of any type -- Moratorium? Planning
2 5 Planned - master planned community; Architectural standars for 

community, themes, codes, maintenance; Slow growth to allow 
infrastructure to catch up

Planning

2 5 Increase amount of guidelines for development Planning
2 5 "Town center" style of development Planning
2 5 Better growth management Planning
2 5 Greater architectural controls Planning
3 1 Balance between work business and recreation: mixed-use development, 

diverse town area, town center development
Planning

3 1 Higher-density development with mixed-use: build closer together, but keep 
open spaces between developments

Planning Environment

3 1 Control higher-density development Planning
3 1 More space between houses Planning
3 1 Integrated uses in a community Planning
3 1 Keep commissioners accountable for following the land use plan - do not 

approve large subdivisions before schools are available
Planning

3 1 Controlled / organized growth / quality growth with architectural guidelines Planning

3 2 Hotels / street design / Schools / Commercial / retail / single and multi 
residential

Planning

3 2 Master planning (Stoney Point example) (LCI) Planning
3 2 Excellence in learning from other communities Planning
3 2 Master plan with mixture of housing options Planning
3 2 Mix use / Windward-like community Planning
3 2 Plan for future growth (education facilities / office / corporate facilities) Planning
3 3 Diversity of housing, business types Planning
3 3 Closer adherance to uniform development code standards, etc., fewer 

variances
Planning

3 3 Regional approach to job growth / infrastructure / housing / strengths / 
weaknesses / roads / etc (water, sewer)

Planning

3 3 Slow things down so we can affect change if smart to do so Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 3 Stop, assess, create vision and plan - commit to plan, check against 

benchmark and make leadership put someone into action -- planning czar
Planning

3 5 Mixed-use (vickery concept - live, work, play) Planning
3 5 Center focused - restaurant, park, kids area (see drawing) Planning
3 5 Better balance between residential / commercial / industrial Planning
3 5 Housing and seniors to have effect needed to consider in growth / needs Planning

3 6 Combo of green space, residential, commercial in places they make sense Planning

3 6 Blend different land uses in a productive, attractive way - no need to drive 
everywhere

Planning Transportation

3 6 "Main Street" areas with convenience, rest., areas for community activities Planning

3 6 Master plan adhered to Planning
3 6 A plan that makes sense - mixing uses for the best use of land / space Planning

3 6 Method for developers to pay for infrastucture Planning
3 7 Integrated greenspace / family / safe / good transportation Planning Transportation
3 7 Mixed use / redeveloped downtown / diving / work, live, play Planning Economic Development
3 7 Vickery Planning
3 7 Commit to smart growth (balanced tax base / planning / architectural 

controls)
Planning Economic Development

3 8 Small shop centers / town square feel / sprinkled throughout city / activities 
(cultural, recreation, educational) / Street life

Planning

3 9 Greenway with parks; area similar to Vickery with shops, condos, possibly 
on lake. Keep retail in segregated areas. Bypass around city. College 
campus.

Planning Economic Development

3 9 Good balance between commercial and residential Planning
3 9 Moved toward an appealing and controlled mix of commercial and 

residential similar to Windward Parkway. Make use of space around 400 
from exit 11-14 for commercial. Movie theatre @ exit 13.

Planning Economic Development

4 1 More neighborhoods not like Polo - less 1/4 acre neighborhoods Planning
4 1 Less high-density housing Planning
4 1 Less strip malls Planning
4 2 Commercial close to home Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
4 2 Business and residents together Planning
4 2 Like Windward Parkway plan Planning
4 2 Multiple hubs of planned growth - school / home / work / nature / play Planning
4 2 Planned / self-contained communities Planning
4 2 Designed community in a community - including entertainment Planning
4 2 Multiple hubs where community is drawn together Planning
4 3 Create incentives for improving surfaces in parking lots Planning
4 3 Need mixed-use developments so that people can move between housing 

types as they age (downsize, maintenance aspects)
Planning

5 1 Impose impact fees Planning
5 1 Planned growth Planning
5 1 Follow Master Plan Planning
5 1 Plan before we grow Planning
5 1 Limit density Planning
5 1 Plan for all age groups and demographics Planning
5 1 Master plan that is hard to change Planning
5 2 Zone plan that does not allow for spot zoning Planning
5 2 Balance between commercial and residental Planning
5 2 Define some low density residential (1/2 lots or more) Planning
5 3 Dedicated master plan Planning
5 3 Plan for future growth Planning
5 3 Set aside commercial property areas Planning
5 3 Better planning for industrial / commercial growth Planning Economic Development
5 3 Enforcement of master plan Planning
5 3 Community design with full conformity Planning
5 3 Planned growth Planning
5 3 Allow only specified amount of land to be developed each year / No 

development until sewer, water and roads are in place
Planning Infrastructure

5 3 Very high impact fees for developers Planning
5 3 "Vickerize" more of Forsyth Planning
5 4 Reasonable average density, depend on use Planning
5 4 Building moratorium until master plan is in place Planning
5 5 Development with a plan Planning
5 6 Increase set-backs of businesses Planning
5 6 Determine main arteries and put commercial there Planning
6 1 Affordable single-family homes rather than apartments Planning

Page 6 of 62



--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 2 Comprehensive growth plan with community input Planning
6 2 Regulations related to zoning and housing density Planning
6 2 More mixed-use developments Planning
6 2 Tax exemptions for families to keep land Planning
6 3 Continued variety of quality developments Planning
6 3 Well-planned and well-designed commercial areas Planning
6 4 Control of housing density Planning
6 4 More control over property prices Planning
6 4 Re-do the master plan Planning
6 5 Higher density homes can be nice with the connections in place Planning Transportation
6 5 Cohesive planning is needed between city, county, etc. Planning Government
6 5 Citizen involvement - knowledge of what goes on in county and city 

planning
Planning Government

6 5 Well-planned business parks and retail, restaurants, etc - unity, 
consistency

Planning Economic Development

6 5 Downtown area is planned, consistent - pedestrian-friendly - pleasing to the 
eye

Planning Image/Distinctiveness

6 6 Comprehensive plan for healthy lifestyle (hospital, parks, bikes) Planning Health Care
6 6 Control / moderate growth, strict ruling re expansion, infrastructure must 

support growth
Planning Infrastructure

6 6 Enhance balance of commercial / residential - explore impact fees Planning
6 6 More mixed-use development like Vickery Planning
6 6 Enhance all FC communities - Coal Mountain, Johns Creek, Chestatee Planning

6 7 No more subdivisions (or at least consider traffic problems before building) Planning Transportation

6 7 Good zoning plan and stick with it Planning
6 7 Happy medium between acreage and house size Planning
6 7 Need mechanism that will take these ideas and make them happen Planning
6 7 Moratorium on residential building -or- expanding lot sizes Planning
6 7 Self-contained planned communities Planning
6 8 More land with each house built - less crowding Planning
6 9 Parks and squares - easily accessible benches, trees, water falls Planning Recreation
6 9 More self-contained community Planning
6 10 Get away from "bedroom community" and make it a place to live, work, 

play…
Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 10 Planned growth Planning
6 10 Live / work areas: housing / office / retail / schools Planning
7 1 Better planning - preserve farms - less commercial - more mixed-use 

zoning
Planning

7 2 More planned living communities (i.e. Vickery): mixed-use and more 
density

Planning

7 3 Lower density of residential sites Planning
7 3 Higher residential density along major transprotation routes Planning Transportation
7 3 Balanced development / growth plan Planning
7 6 Better sense of community - better planning - more uniform zoning with 

common architecture - balanced tax base
Planning Image/Distinctiveness

7 8 Vickery Planning
7 8 Cumming to be a live-work-play destination Planning
7 9 Live, work and play - livable centers tied together with trolleys and transit Planning Transportation

7 11 Controlled growth Planning
8 1 Maintain rural areas Planning
8 1 Protect farming communities (Bucks County model) - tax breaks for farms Planning

8 1 Managed growth - have a plan Planning
8 1 Village square Planning
8 1 Zero growth policy on strip mass until all existing structures - malls filled Planning

8 2 Thoghtful / responsible growth Planning
8 3 Control growth Planning
8 3 Focus on life-work-play in the county Planning
8 3 Learn from the development in the south of the county to understand what 

worked well and what didn't - use as tools for planning
Planning

8 3 Selected corridors for different categories of development - commercial / 
industrial / housing

Planning

8 4 Effective zoning Planning
8 5 Plan far ahead Planning
8 5 Make sure agricultural / conservation exemptions are honored Planning Environment
8 5 Well-planned development Planning
8 6 Cap housing development Planning
8 7 Better balance and concern for land owners Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 7 Less large developments, smaller subdivisions for families, and larger lot 

sizes - green space considered
Planning Environment

8 7 More conservation development - more investigation into land development Planning Environment

8 7 Slow development down and let us catch up Planning
8 8 Controlled number of apartment buildings Planning
8 8 Continue vision meetings to keep on track Planning
8 8 Improvements need to be evenly distributed, and extras like library, post 

office
Planning

8 8 Control the growth Planning
8 9 Strict zoning laws - maintain standard Planning
8 10 More controlled growth (smart) Planning
9 1 Land Usage Planning Planning
10 1 Community within communities - mixed-use facilities - live-work-play 

(residential on retail)
Planning

10 1 More high rises - Downtown Cumming Planning
10 2 Downtown - like Charleston Planning
10 2 More Vickery-type development Planning
10 4 Strong central community area Planning
10 5 Historic Square Planning
10 5 Mixed-use communities (similar to Vickery) - residential, business, 

educational and social
Planning

11 4 Planned growth Planning
11 5 Stop the growth Planning
11 6 Village concepts Planning
12 2 Open farmland - nothing else plowed over for residential development Planning
6 2 Shopping, entertainment at night in downtown Cumming - expansion of 

park and recreation services - livability (jobs, housing, recreation) - 
establish land bank for recreation / greenspace

Economic Development Planning

7 1 Planned / controlled growth - business-friendly community Economic Development Planning
1 10 Environmental concerns for growth Environment Planning
2 3 Greenspace balance - no cement city, not Gwinnett County (but Suwanee-

like) GA-20 not becoming a version of Jimmy Carter Blvd
Environment Planning

7 11 Nature friendly dvelopments - no mass clearing Environment Planning
7 11 Maintenance of buffers between developments - establish buffers of trees Environment Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
2 4 The county needs a tangible theme -- Best in nation: destination, 

academia/school system, health care system, planned communities
Image/Distinctiveness Planning

5 1 Planning and zoning: Conference center/performing arts/hotel, character 
through architectural styles, low profile signing, limit strip malls, 
landscaping

Image/Distinctiveness Planning

5 4 Development should be regulated by water availability and other 
infrastructure

Infrastructure Planning

1 2 Partnership: County / City government working off the same vision / growth 
plan / common standards

Leadership Planning

3 7 Planners / developers (goals out of alignment, consider impact fees and 
other contributions to the community)

Leadership Planning

1 14 Photo 2: Living/working/playing as a family, as a community Neighborliness/ConnectedPlanning
5 5 Work, live, play environments around the community - sense of community 

similar to past times - neighbors know each other b/c development helps 
this happen (ex: Vickery, Wintergreen in Canton)

Neighborliness/ConnectedPlanning

5 4 Themed development, connected by trails walking/biking (tax incentives for 
public use) "active open space"

Transportation Planning

7 5 High-density locations to support mass transit Transportation Planning
14 1 Slower development Planning
14 1 Apartments Planning
14 1 Build around trees Planning Environment
14 2 Better houses Planning
14 2 Too many neighborhoods Planning
14 2 Keep apartments out Planning
14 2 Lower prices of houses Planning
14 2 Spread out houses Planning
14 2 Two houses per acre Planning
14 3 Slow down housing Planning
14 3 Save land for agriculture Planning
14 3 Apartments Planning
14 3 Skyscrapers Planning
14 3 Preserve land Planning
14 4 Less neighborhoods within 10 miles Planning
14 5 More apartments Planning
14 5 Control growth Planning
14 6 Stricter zones - housing zones Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 6 More apartments Planning
14 6 Bigger house lots Planning
14 7 Reduce neighborhood growth Planning
14 7 Increase subdivisions Planning
14 8 Tall buildings Planning
14 8 Building restrictions Planning
14 8 Trailer parks Planning
14 8 More farming Planning
14 9 Tall buildings Planning
15 1 Bigger lots Planning
15 1 More upscale apartments Planning
15 2 Value of neighborhoods Planning
15 2 Bring in urban life Planning
15 3 More apartments and townhomes Planning
15 4 More apartments Planning
15 4 Buildings / skyscrapers Planning
15 5 More homes / lessd townehomes Planning
15 5 Skyscrapers Planning
15 6 Central city place Planning
15 6 Cute square Planning
15 6 Places closer together / less driving Planning Transportation
15 6 Farm land Planning
15 6 Corn fields Planning
15 6 Fewer trailer parks Planning
15 6 Smaller neighborhoods Planning
15 6 Bigger city Planning
15 7 Less neighborhoods Planning
15 7 No skyscrapers Planning
15 7 Cheap big houses Planning
15 7 No cheap houses / quality better Planning
15 7 No gated neighborhoods Planning
15 7 Too many people Planning
15 8 Safe, suburban area Planning
15 8 More property Planning
15 8 Fewer neighborhoods Planning
15 9 Ban on population Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 9 Less subdivisions Planning
15 1 Community promenade with shopping, food, activities, movies, etc. all in 

walking distance
Economic Development Planning

14 6 Cheaper housing Social Issues Planning
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 "Bridge" traffic congestion with creative bypass Transportation
1 1 Heliport to metro Atlanta Transportation
1 1 Light rail connections for commuting (within county and outside) Transportation
1 2 Roads Transportation
1 3 City bypass / road system Transportation
1 3 MARTA Extension Transportation
1 3 Roads with bike paths, walking paths Transportation
1 3 Interconnecting development: family friendly sidewalks, alternative 

transportation, easy to get around, kids walk to school or get an ice cream
Transportation

1 3 Airport Transportation
1 4 Alternative transportation / multi-purpose paths to shopping, schools, 

churches, cultural areas, etc.
Transportation

1 4 Paths Transportation
1 4 Transportation Transportation
1 4 Trolley, golf carts Transportation
1 5 Computerization of traffic lights Transportation
1 5 No traffic gridlock Transportation
1 5 Co-op with Cherokee County with better air transportation (with their 

airport! :) )
Transportation

1 6 Improved transportation Transportation
1 6 Transit (?) Transportation
1 6 Pedestrian-friendly areas Transportation
1 6 Improve road infrastructure (including traffic circles) Transportation
1 6 Alternative fuel support (for transportation) Transportation
1 6 More sidewalks Transportation
1 6 Bike paths near roadways Transportation
1 7 Better planning for roads Transportation
1 7 Roads: Creative thinking and planning / With trees and sidewalks / 

Alternative mobility (bike paths, walking trails, etc.)
Transportation

1 8 More investment in public transportation system Transportation
1 8 More sidewalks and pedestrian facilities Transportation
1 8 Separation between Forsyth and Atlanta in regards to public transportation Transportation

1 9 Rapid rail to Atlanta "Europath" / Not MARTA "Too slow" Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 9 More walking paths and bicycling paths that connect downtown to a park Transportation Recreation

1 10 Good lighting on roadways Transportation
1 10 Aesthetically pleasing signage on roadways Transportation
1 10 Safe / easily travel roads Transportation
1 10 Rapid development of new roads in new growth areas Transportation
1 10 Safe / clean / easily accessible / affordable public transportation Transportation
1 11 Improved roads and transportation Transportation
1 12 Partnerships: State / federal / county government, concerning roads Transportation Leadership
1 13 Roads / transportation infrastructure (if we don't improve this, recruiting 

industry is very tough)
Transportation

1 14 Continue work on road structure Transportation
1 14 Pedestrian and bike friendly community Transportation
1 15 Free bus within county and walkable community (county funded) Transportation
1 15 Well-planned, efficient road system Transportation
1 15 Need airport in this area (not necessarily FoCo) Transportation
1 15 Access roads on each side of 400 for safety Transportation
1 15 Continue more lanes on 400 Transportation
1 15 Good alterntive / public transportation Transportation
1 16 Traffic that moves Transportation
1 16 Roads, roads, and roads. Did I say "roads"? Transportation
1 16 Traffic planning / lights / public transportation Transportation
2 1 Little traffic / bike paths Transportation
2 1 Inter-county connectors Transportation
2 1 Light-rail transportation Transportation
2 2 Boulevard Transportation
2 2 Bike paths, nice sidewalks Transportation
2 2 Bicycle trails, walking trails Transportation
2 3 Roads with grass & trees, moving cars, median Transportation
2 3 Other ways to get places - similar to Peachtree City - golf carts Transportation
2 3 walking (safe) Transportation
2 3 intra-county train Transportation
2 3 non-gas options for getting places Transportation
2 3 Alternative means of transportation (Key = easy and low cost -- not MARTA 

model)
Transportation

2 3 Trolley Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
2 3 Airport Transportation
2 3 Ability for kids to walk to school -- crosswalks / crossing guards Transportation
2 3 Bus riding mandatory for students -- monitoring on busses to control 

environment
Transportation Education

2 3 Tram system (similar to Europe) -- shoot down median on popular roads -- 
monorail (like Disney, Celebration)

Transportation

2 4 Good traffic flow - aple highways - control growth Transportation
2 5 Greater amount of sidewalks in neighborhoods Transportation
2 5 Paths / walkways / walkable community / sidewalks Transportation
2 5 Greater investments in public transportation -- trolleys, cable cars Transportation
2 5 Bring MARTA further up 400 - transit-oriented design Transportation
2 5 Clean / efficient public transportation / safe public transportation Transportation
2 5 Change focus from major arterials to more and better connected smaller 

streets
Transportation

2 5 Investments in non-road forms of public transportation - rail Transportation
2 5 Move away from polluting forms of energy for transportation Transportation
3 1 Pro-active road development: build roads before the development Transportation
3 1 Pedestrian-friendly design, walkable community Transportation
3 1 Wider sidewalks, safer pedestrian crossings Transportation
3 1 Multiple ways to get places: walking, alternative vehicles (golf carts like 

p'tree city + others), pathways, moving type sidewalks (look toward 
futuristic modes), monorail, trolleys

Transportation

3 1 Nighborhood parks and neighborhoods interconnected with walkways / 
pathways / trails

Transportation

3 1 Single-family / multi-family residential connected to each other & parks - 
walkability to grocery shopping, etc.

Transportation

3 1 Alternative fuels available Transportation
3 1 Walking paths / trails around the lake - long paths, like 10 miles or more Transportation Recreation

3 1 Bike / walkways from neighborhoods to central business districts Transportation
3 1 Bike lanes Transportation
3 1 More sidewalks / wider - for bicycles, skateboarders (kids transportation), 

kids
Transportation

3 1 Sidewalks that provide connectivity between residents / industry / 
commercial

Transportation

3 1 Better public transportation between here and Atlanta Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 2 Airfield for corporate jets Transportation
3 2 Roadways Transportation
3 3 Build Airport (Dawson) Transportation
3 3 Roads, roads, roads Transportation
3 3 Transportation (roads) Transportation
3 3 Airport Transportation
3 4 Time-Efficeient public and private transportation (train / bus) Transportation
3 5 Wide Sidewalks Transportation
3 5 Public transportation Transportation
3 5 Taking back sidewalk and bike lanes - infrastructure vs. current program Transportation

3 6 Great commuting - not just cars - bikes, scooters, etc - connected 
neighborhoods via paths

Transportation

3 6 Road plan / traffic solution Transportation
3 6 Public transportation to downtown and inside county Transportation
3 6 More bridges / ways to get across river Transportation
3 6 Roads should have sidewalks - connect neighborhoods / areas together for 

easy non-car access
Transportation

3 7 Noth Point parkway - greenway - good plan Transportation
3 7 Bike path / sidewalk / link subdivisions / alternatives to driving Transportation
3 7 Linked communities / paths vs. roads Transportation
3 7 Transportation / light rail / Alt / link communities Transportation
3 7 MARTA / GRTA / Transportation partnership Transportation
3 8 Adequate roads Transportation
3 8 Cross-town expressway / connectivity to commercial centers, retail n'hoods Transportation

3 8 Committed to connecting people - transportation Transportation
3 9 Pedestrian avenues maintain pride in properly set standards Transportation
3 9 Provide mass transit system (small busses) Transportation
3 9 City of Segways Transportation
4 1 A greenway like the Alpharetta greenway Transportation
4 1 Advanced transportation Transportation
4 1 Better planning with community projects such as widening Hwy 20 Transportation
4 1 Better roads - stop developing without sufficient roads - plan for traffic 

before HS thur
Transportation

4 1 More traffic lights Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
4 1 Safer roadways / more sophisticated roadways / better planned Transportation
4 1 Developers contributed to road developments Transportation
4 1 More streetlights on all of the roads Transportation
4 2 Traffic planning Transportation
4 2 Walk to school Transportation Education
4 2 Safe outdoor areas like walking and bike paths Transportation Public Safety
4 2 Affordable public transportation within and between community hubs Transportation
4 3 Sidewalks (people-friendly) / bike lanes / busses - create a system / inter-

connectivity - Sidewalks from city square out to Tidwell park
Transportation

4 3 Taxi service - more service Transportation
4 3 Multi-level parking decks Transportation
4 3 Low stress way of moving around county - bike paths / low traffic 

congestion
Transportation

4 3 MARTA - up to serve the county Transportation
4 3 Free bus service to reduce drinking and driving Transportation
4 3 Bike lanes on roadways Transportation
4 3 More emphasis on improvements to roadway construction Transportation
4 3 More roads improved to help congestion Transportation
4 3 Adding more traffic lights at busy intersections Transportation
5 1 Improve roads - main arteries, traffic signals, state routes made into 

parkways with limited access, public transportation
Transportation

5 2 People walking / bicycling on sidewalks with outdoor eating areas with 
library and a 4-year college / university with trees / landscaping allowing 
socialization

Transportation Education

5 2 Commercial development would have a green space buffer with major 
streets / corridors housing traffic outside of 400

Transportation

5 2 Bus System - huge in Brazilia Transportation
5 2 State highway (DOT) to upgrade roads maintained by state, ie 20, 9, 141, 

369, 371, and 400
Transportation

5 3 Pedestrian friendly neighborhood Transportation
5 3 Parking lots downtown Transportation
5 3 Bring MARTA to Forsyth Transportation
5 3 Park and rides to MARTA Transportation
5 3 Improved roads Transportation
5 3 Bike path on Tribble Gap Road Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
5 4 Themed development, connected by trails walking/biking (tax incentives for 

public use) "active open space"
Transportation Planning

5 4 Safe roads with shoulders / master plan with teeth Transportation
5 5 Downtown - needs better, attractive parking to enhance downtown Transportation
5 5 Need a map to help residents understand new roads being built Transportation
5 5 Road infrastructure, combined with walkways, bike paths - family-friendly 

environment preserved
Transportation

5 5 Public transportation to downtown within community, around southeast Transportation

5 6 More jogging, biking trails Transportation
5 6 City by-pass Transportation
5 6 Regional transportation system Transportation
6 1 Accessibility to public transportation in Cumming (city limits) Transportation
6 1 Double-decker roads and reverse traffic on 400 at rush hour Transportation
6 1 MARTA station in Forsyth County Transportation
6 2 Bike lanes - sidewalks - trail system Transportation
6 2 Regional airport Transportation
6 2 Transportation - access roads off 400 Transportation
6 2 Alternative roads to GA 400 Transportation
6 2 "Lexus lane" - paid traffic lanes Transportation
6 2 Limit truck traffic to certain hours Transportation
6 3 Bike paths on the side of roads Transportation
6 3 Make 20 by-pass the city of cumming - all state highways should be at least 

4 lanes
Transportation

6 3 More turning lanes for busy roads and subdivisions Transportation
6 3 Greenway extended to Sawnee Mountain - More rights for those who own 

property, epsecially large tracts of land who have owned it for a long time
Transportation Government

6 3 Plenty of sidewalks for children to walk and play Transportation
6 3 Pedestrian plaza downtown where no cars are allowed Transportation Economic Development
6 3 Small regional airport in the area (Dawson County) Transportation
6 4 No transit systems - will bring more crimes Transportation
6 4 Better upkeep of Forsyth County - medians, roads, landscape, etc. Transportation Image/Distinctiveness
6 4 Need HOV lanes Transportation
6 5 Connectedness of areas in community, ie Peachtree city (golf carts, bikes) Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 5 Must plan golf paths and walkways from the beginning Transportation
6 5 A mass transit system down the center of 400 Transportation
6 6 Take advantage of terrain - e.g., bikers, bike lanes, trails Transportation
6 6 Transit - Become partners with regional transit - rail to Dahlonega, local 

trolleys (bus), bike paths, tree lined roads
Transportation

6 6 Affordable housing, good schools, infrastructure (roads, transit, water, 
sewer, waste management, recycling)

Transportation Infrastructure

6 7 Transportation hub with small municipal airport Transportation
6 7 Some kind of transit to relieve 400 traffic (bypass for truck traffic) Transportation
6 8 Deviate traffic away from center of town Transportation
6 8 Local transportation (maybe electrical) Transportation
6 8 Wider streets / more green areas Transportation
6 8 Bicycle path all around Forsyth (leveled + travels through nature - 20 miles 

long)
Transportation

6 9 Easy access from community to highway Transportation
6 9 No road rage - create a positive environment Transportation
6 9 More sidewalks and bike paths (to also accommodate golf carts) Transportation
6 9 Big Creek Greenway completed to F.C. Transportation
6 9 Small airport - commuter planes to Hartsfield Transportation
6 9 Commuter rail line - above ground (to Atl / Chattanooga) commuter hub Transportation

6 10 Correct traffic issues - wider roads: 20, 14, 9, 369 Transportation
6 10 Pedestrian friendly downtown Transportation
6 10 Bypass Transportation
6 10 Airport - northern regional Transportation
6 10 Mass transportation - Marta like, hovercraft Transportation
7 1 Interconnecting, multi-use trails Transportation
7 2 Planning / preserving proper rights of way for traffic Transportation
7 2 Airport Transportation
7 2 Cargo airport - businesses Transportation
7 2 Mass transit / regional relationship Transportation
7 2 Connectivity from I-75 to I-85 Transportation
7 2 Taxi service on lake - water taxi Transportation
7 3 Public transit Transportation
7 3 Focus on pro-active transportation planning Transportation
7 4 Alternative transprotation Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
7 4 Connectivity - sidewalks, greenspace, bike paths Transportation
7 4 Airport - regional / southwest hub Transportation
7 5 Arrive to heliport from Atlanta Transportation
7 5 Perimeter around city Transportation
7 5 Mass transit Transportation
7 5 High-density locations to support mass transit Transportation Planning
7 5 Walkable shopping areas Transportation Economic Development
7 5 Improved one-way traffic system in town Transportation
7 5 Bicycle / jogging lanes - makes us a functional urban area Transportation
7 5 Providing interconnectivity beween subdivisions / shopping / parks / 

recreation - similar to small European hamlets within city
Transportation

7 6 Roads with sidewalks and trees - master planning - overlay - preservation 
of green space - good transportation - better planned roadways

Transportation

7 7 Park system connected by bike / hike / skate trails Transportation Recreation
7 7 Sidewalks promote walking Transportation
7 7 Promote sensible, aestetically pleasing, walking-oriented commercial, 

office, industrial development to keep tax base low
Transportation Economic Development

7 7 Improve traffic flow - ie City of Cumming Transportation
7 7 City of cumming more pedestrian oriented - small shops Transportation Economic Development
7 7 East-West transportation - improve ga hwy 20 Transportation
7 8 Public transportation - MARTA - county bus service Transportation
7 8 Road improvements Transportation
7 9 Well-designed plan (community) with good infrastructure possible mass 

transit to help with congestion
Transportation

7 10 Wide roads Transportation
7 10 Walkways for people to walk Transportation
7 10 A picture of downtown cumming with walkway around it Transportation
7 11 Less traffic Transportation
7 11 Public transportation Transportation
7 11 Bypass for all trucks Transportation
8 1 Bike lanes and sidewalks mandatory Transportation
8 1 Infrastructure - outer perimeter Transportation
8 2 Visionary plan for roads and traffic flow Transportation
8 2 Connectivity (golf cart paths, sidewalks, etc.) Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 3 More traffic lights/lanes added - roads widened / more roads to relieve 

congestion on existing roads
Transportation

8 3 Drivers education Transportation Education
8 3 Perimeter road Transportation
8 3 Rapid transit system - run by private company Transportation
8 3 More park and ride lots for public transit use Transportation
8 3 Greater car pooling Transportation
8 3 Dedicated bus lanes on 400 Transportation
8 3 Create an incentive program to foster more use of public transit Transportation
8 3 Greater control over the uncontrolled intersections on 400 Transportation
8 4 Road infrastructure - avert bad traffic Transportation
8 4 Ride-share development Transportation
8 4 Sidewalks for new subdivisions Transportation
8 4 Pioneer development / expansion of personal aircraft Transportation
8 5 Smooth traffic flow Transportation
8 5 Bike path / parks / walking trails Transportation
8 6 Free-flowing traffic Transportation
8 6 Parks and recreational facility with indoor pools, trails (bike, walking, 

horses)
Transportation

8 7 Need additional traffic lights over the entire county Transportation
8 7 Required traffic study for every residential development Transportation
8 8 Multi-use trails: walking, biking, etc. connected throughout county Transportation
8 8 Transportation system in county and out Transportation
8 8 Build sidewalks near / around schools Transportation
8 8 Better planning for development - what will all of the pavement create? 

Flooding?
Transportation

8 8 Slow down speed limits, etc. - no cell phone / eating Transportation Public Safety
8 9 Paths - bike trails connecting communities Transportation
8 9 Low traffic patersn - clean air Transportation Environment
8 9 Improved transportation issues Transportation
8 10 Walking and bike trails Transportation
8 10 Infrastructure - roads, water Transportation Infrastructure
8 10 Mode of transportation Transportation
9 1 Control Traffic Transportation
9 2 Number of good roads with green trees (greenspace) Transportation Environment
9 2 Live in homes, but need transportation Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
9 2 Transportation Transportation
9 3 Road system that works Transportation
10 1 Public Transportation Transportation
10 1 Airports Transportation
10 3 Transportation - but not buses - maybe electronic trolleys through 

downtown and places of interest - no marta
Transportation

10 4 Highly maintained road and transportation infrastructure Transportation
11 1 Public transportation - funding - communication Transportation
11 1 Cloverleaf in downtown area for traffic Transportation
11 1 More sidewalks Transportation
11 1 Trolley cars Transportation
11 2 Better roads Transportation
11 3 Transportation - public for senior, affordable - bus, monorail train pods, 

subsidy transportation from builder
Transportation

11 3 Bike trails, walking trails - more clubs for activities for youth exercise - 
sidewalks, golf cart paths

Transportation

11 3 Transportation between counties Transportation
11 4 Public transportation Transportation
11 4 New and improved roads Transportation
11 4 Airport north of Atlanta Transportation
11 5 Street through town wider Transportation
11 5 Wider street - hwy 9 / hwy 20 increase Transportation
11 6 Senior accessible public transportation Transportation
11 6 Road improvement Transportation
11 6 Truck by-pass Transportation
11 6 Affordable transportation Transportation
11 6 More pedestrian walkways Transportation
11 6 Use of segways Transportation
11 6 Flying cars Transportation
12 2 More pedestrian friendly Transportation
12 2 All roads have sidewalks and bike paths and electric car lanes Transportation
12 2 Connection between developments Transportation
12 2 Minimize the need to commute Transportation
12 2 Expand public transportation, MARTA, beltway Transportation
12 2 Create and expand (continuously) a car-free zone Transportation
13 1 Train - transportation Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 5 City of Cumming - City hall / cemetary / sidewalks / Cumming Playhouse Culture Transportation

3 1 Strong central business district: restaurants, businesses, traffic routed 
around (not through) center, boutiques

Economic Development Transportation

6 1 Clean air - keep trees / public transportation Environment Transportation
3 7 Senior resources and facilities / transportation Health Care Transportation
6 10 Meet the needs of aging population, esp with outdoor activities, sidewalks Health Care Transportation

8 5 Community transportation - senior bus, disabled person's bus service, 
private/public partnerships

Health Care Transportation

11 2 More transportation for the elderly - for local errands - dial-a-ride is not 
enough

Health Care Transportation

6 5 Trees and landscaping in medians. Tree-lined sidewalks and paths Image/Distinctiveness Transportation
13 2 A city with walkways around the city - modernized - but not losing the rustic 

look
Image/Distinctiveness Transportation

1 15 Focus on infrastructure (ie, roads, etc.) first Infrastructure Transportation
2 3 Infrastructure - roads, change from septic to sewer, water Infrastructure Transportation
6 1 Roads, water and sewer (adequate) Infrastructure Transportation
6 2 Infrastructure - sewer / water / roads Infrastructure Transportation
2 1 Pedestrian-friendly downtown with Family orientation Neighborliness/ConnectedTransportation
1 11 Affordable quality housing / Mass transit Planning Transportation
3 6 Blend different land uses in a productive, attractive way - no need to drive 

everywhere
Planning Transportation

3 7 Integrated greenspace / family / safe / good transportation Planning Transportation
6 5 Higher density homes can be nice with the connections in place Planning Transportation
6 7 No more subdivisions (or at least consider traffic problems before building) Planning Transportation

7 3 Higher residential density along major transprotation routes Planning Transportation
7 9 Live, work and play - livable centers tied together with trolleys and transit Planning Transportation

7 5 Link parks and Sawnee mountain via trails / greenway Recreation Transportation
7 9 More, smaller neighborhood parks, nicer street scapes Recreation Transportation
14 1 Better roads Transportation
14 1 65+ retake drivers test Transportation
14 2 Make roads bigger Transportation
14 2 Sidewalks Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 2 Expand roads Transportation
14 2 Road safety Transportation
14 2 Raise ages on driving Transportation
14 2 Traffic lights at bigger intersections Transportation
14 3 MARTA Transportation
14 3 Fix roads Transportation
14 3 Widen roads Transportation
14 3 Sidewalks Transportation
14 3 Airport Transportation
14 3 Higher speed limits Transportation
14 3 Autobahn Transportation
14 3 Wider roads Transportation
14 3 Trolley system Transportation
14 3 Taxi Transportation
14 3 Smart cars Transportation
14 3 Shuttle busses Transportation
14 4 Expand Roads Transportation
14 4 Another airport Transportation
14 4 MARTA Transportation
14 4 More DMVs Transportation
14 5 Better roads Transportation
14 5 Extend 75 Transportation
14 5 MARTA / CARTA Transportation
14 5 Avenues Transportation
14 5 Autobahn Transportation
14 5 Lower gas prices Transportation
14 5 E85 Transportation Environment
14 5 Airport Transportation
14 5 Subway Transportation
14 6 MARTA Transportation
14 6 Traffic lights Transportation
14 6 Wider roads Transportation
14 6 More sidewalks Transportation
14 6 More bicycle lanes Transportation
14 6 Public transportation Transportation
14 7 DMVs Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 7 More bike trails Transportation
14 7 No MARTA Transportation
14 7 More stoplights Transportation
14 7 Road expansion Transportation
14 7 Wider roads Transportation
14 8 Roads Transportation
14 8 Sidewalks Transportation
14 8 Flying cars Transportation
14 8 DMVs Transportation
14 8 Airports Transportation
14 8 No speed limits Transportation
14 8 Electric cars Transportation
14 9 Sidewalks Transportation
14 9 MARTA Transportation
14 9 Subways Transportation
15 1 More roads Transportation
15 1 Newly paved roads Transportation
15 1 Widen roads for traffic Transportation
15 1 Wider shoulders on roads Transportation
15 1 Ridges on shoulders of back roads for safety Transportation
15 1 More sidewalks Transportation
15 1 Greenway bike and walking trail in Alpharetta connected to Forsyth County Transportation

15 2 Traffic - better roads Transportation
15 3 Better road system - more lanes Transportation
15 3 Public transportation through Forsyth County Transportation
15 3 More sidewalks Transportation
15 4 More parking Transportation
15 4 Wider roads Transportation
15 4 Public transportation Transportation
15 4 Better traffic control Transportation
15 4 Closer DMV Transportation
15 5 Traffic Transportation
15 5 Bigger roads Transportation
15 5 More sidewalks Transportation
15 5 Another DMV Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 5 Public transportation Transportation
15 5 Airport Transportation
15 6 Road improvements Transportation
15 6 Four-lane roads Transportation
15 6 More parking Transportation
15 6 Parking garage / decks Transportation
15 6 Metro / subway system Transportation
15 6 MARTA Transportation
15 6 Horse-drawn carriages Transportation
15 6 Hybrid cars Transportation
15 7 No speed bumps Transportation
15 7 Keep roads / less construction Transportation
15 7 Roads too small Transportation
15 7 No marta / more busses Transportation
15 7 Underground transportation Transportation
15 7 No neighborhood speed limits Transportation
15 7 Charging dock for  electric cars Transportation
15 7 Straight roads (older) - don't change names Transportation
15 8 Wider / more roads Transportation
15 8 141 = 4 lanes Transportation
15 8 More ways (new) roads Transportation
15 8 Less speed bumps Transportation
15 8 More local transportation Transportation
15 9 More transportation - buses, subway Transportation
15 3 Better school transportation Education Transportation
15 5 More parking for students Education Transportation
15 4 Fuel-efficient cars Environment Transportation
15 6 Places closer together / less driving Planning Transportation
14 4 Better security at airports Public Safety Transportation
14 5 Harder license requirements Public Safety Transportation
15 3 Improve public safety - biking, walking Public Safety Transportation
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Service-oriented government, seamless Government
1 3 Partnership: Merger / partnership of city and county governemnt and 

services (water / police)
Government Leadership

1 3 Partnership: County / corporate businesses Government Leadership
1 6 Consolidated government Government
1 8 Creation of public meeting space Government
1 8 More proactive government Government
1 8 Government: better balance between city / county, different form, better 

definition of the existing structure, who does what (what does government 
provide, what do others provide)

Government

1 11 Checks and balances between commisioners and planning board Government
1 11 Elected county executive officer Government
1 11 Revamp county government Government
1 11 Cooperation between county and city / get rid of city governemnt Government Leadership
1 13 "Consider" merging city governemtn and county governemnt (e.g. Athens-

Clarke County)
Government

1 13 County government needs to be more proactive, period Government
1 14 Maximize city-county efforts in government (eg. Parks/recreation, planning, 

etc)
Government

1 14 Reconsider the waiver of paying (or not) after a homeowner turns 65 years 
of age

Government

1 15 County and city work and plan together Government
1 16 Low taxes Government
2 4 Highest tax contribution to schools while maintaining low taxes -- larger 

percentage of tax money goes to schools -- add additional percent sales 
tax to support schools

Government Education

2 5 Maintenance code enforcement Government
2 5 Involve citizens more in governance of community Government
2 5 Reduce influence of good-'ol-boy network Government
2 5 More citizen representation in how the community devlops / what solutions 

are to problems
Government

2 5 Improve citizen-to-citizen communications on issues Government
2 5 Stronger government Government
3 2 Governmental complex Government
3 3 Commitment to what we decide Government
3 3 Transparency in and more strict eminent domain laws Government
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 6 Commissioners elected only by people in their district Government
4 3 Maintain low taxes Government
5 1 One government for county and city (save tax money) Government
5 3 Single political entity to manage county Government
5 3 Vote commissioners by district Government
5 3 Make elected officials more responsible Government
5 4 Cap property tax assessments to prevent exhorbitant property tax liability Government

5 4 All stakeholders should participate - no "closed door" secret deals Government
5 6 Combine city and county government Government
6 2 Politicians who listen to public feedback Government
6 3 A citizen review board with even the power to veto commission decisions Government

6 3 Each district should have its own county commissioner elected by the 
people of that district

Government

6 3 Re-visit the exemption of school tax for 65 and older Government
6 4 Up SPLOST and do away with property taxes Government
6 5 City and county must come together and work together Government
6 5 Tax people who use Forsyth services and work here but don't live here Government
6 6 Commission should not have conflict of interests with development Government
6 7 Commissioners elected from own districts Government
6 7 Review tax exemptions (ie - 65 or older not paying school tax, etc.) Government
6 8 Cumming and Forsyth merge as one Government
6 9 Low property taxes Government
6 10 Increase tax collection by close scrutiny of property evaluations Government
7 2 Consistency in county government Government
7 4 Term limitations / no term limitation Government
7 6 Elections to local government by district Government
7 7 Keep government open and accountable Government
7 11 Commissioners, please pay attention Government
7 11 Well defined ordinances that will be enforced Government
8 1 Enforce our ordinances - signs, trees Government
8 2 Good working relationship between city/county governemnts Government
8 2 Balanced budgets Government
8 2 Alternate funding mechanism for city / county school (besides property tax) Government
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 5 County / city getting along Government
9 1 Low Taxes Government
11 4 Unify city and county government - more efficient system of governance Government

3 3 City and county need to work together (consolidation) Leadership Government
3 6 Paid position - liasion between county and city with job of educating citizens

on issues that impact them
Leadership Government

7 8 More cooperation between all agencies and BOC and City, state Leadership Government
6 5 Cohesive planning is needed between city, county, etc. Planning Government
6 5 Citizen involvement - knowledge of what goes on in county and city 

planning
Planning Government

6 3 Greenway extended to Sawnee Mountain - More rights for those who own 
property, epsecially large tracts of land who have owned it for a long time

Transportation Government

14 1 Less Government interaction Government
14 1 Lower state taxes Government
14 1 Raise minimum wage Government Economic Development
14 2 Fair tax rates - everyone should pay taxes Government
14 2 Raise minimum wage Government Economic Development
14 3 Support fair tax Government
14 3 Lower drinking age Government
14 3 Raise minimum wage Government Economic Development
14 3 Lower taxes Government
14 4 Higher minimum wage Government Economic Development
14 4 Lower taxes Government
14 6 Better postal service Government
14 6 Student - direct contact with government Government
14 7 Revoke private dock laws Government
14 8 Fair Tax Government
14 8 No taxes Government
14 9 Fair tax Government
15 2 Fair tax Government
15 2 Kid meetings with county board Government
15 6 Government (better) Government
15 6 Raise minimum wage Government Economic Development
15 6 Taxes Government
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 7 Eliminate tax, but 25% sales tax Government
15 7 No IRS Government
15 8 County forum Government
15 8 Open to ideas government Government
15 9 More students involved with Forsyth County Government
15 9 Government give more money to schools / sports Education Government
15 7 Lower alcohol age / 18 Public Safety Government
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Cooperative community is evident Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 3 Family oriented community Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 4 Families Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 4 Community values Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 4 Interconnectedness of communities and facilities Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 5 An atmosphere to promote free worship Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 6 Enhanced sense of community / family-oriented Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 7 Social infrastructure: homes, jobs, recreation for all ages and 

socioeconomic levels and races
Neighborliness/Connectedness

1 10 Respect for the community Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 14 Remain "family friendly" Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 14 Photo 2: Living/working/playing as a family, as a community Neighborliness/ConnectedPlanning
1 15 Maintain entire friendly status Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 1 Pedestrian-friendly downtown with Family orientation Neighborliness/ConnectedTransportation
3 1 Cohesion within the community between business / residents / industry Neighborliness/Connectedness

3 1 More programs for parents to interact with each other to discuss issues 
related to teens, kids

Neighborliness/Connectedness

3 2 Family values / lifestyles Neighborliness/Connectedness
4 1 Family-time promotion Neighborliness/Connectedness
4 2 Everyone connected Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 1 Keep a sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Work, live, play environments around the community - sense of community 

similar to past times - neighbors know each other b/c development helps 
this happen (ex: Vickery, Wintergreen in Canton)

Neighborliness/ConnectedPlanning

6 9 Spiritual focused community - churches, places of worship, labrynths Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 8 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 9 Child-oriented Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 3 Preserve greenspace and community Neighborliness/ConnectedEnvironment
8 5 Spirit of small communities - restaurant, dry cleaners, grocery, re-establish 

community
Neighborliness/Connectedness

8 6 Committed to maintaining a sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 7 Family community based activities - family events connect as a community Neighborliness/ConnectedRecreation

8 7 Better sense of small town communities Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 8 Keep our friendliness / politeness Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
9 2 Faith based Neighborliness/Connectedness
9 3 Friendly people Neighborliness/Connectedness
10 4 Community of excellence Neighborliness/Connectedness
10 5 Small town feel but people live and work here Neighborliness/Connectedness
11 2 More concerned about each other Neighborliness/Connectedness
11 2 Need younger people to understand the elderly - seniors with all ages, 

youth, early adult - why can't you remember
Neighborliness/ConnectedEducation

12 1 Saturday night social club Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 5 Temples Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 5 Synagogue Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 6 Community center Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 6 More community areas Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 7 Link county sports programs Neighborliness/ConnectedRecreation
14 8 More churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 1 Family centers Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 3 Community centers Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 5 More churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 6 Social events Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 7 More organization in community Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Social Issues--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 7 All areas of county Social Issues
1 14 Housing for different income levels Social Issues
1 15 Housing for all incomes Social Issues
1 16 Affordable housing / all price ranges / owners, not renters Social Issues
1 16 Resources for retirees Social Issues
2 1 Affordable housing Social Issues
2 2 Affordable housing Social Issues
3 1 Provision of affordable housing for younger generation Social Issues
3 2 Affordable housing Social Issues
3 3 Low-cost housing or better paying jobs Social Issues Economic Development
3 4 Affordable housing for service industry Social Issues
4 2 Solve for poverty by using local business to engage students - top 

graduating seniors from high school
Social Issues Education

4 2 Affordable housing included in planned communities Social Issues
4 2 Community adopted areas for affordable housing Social Issues
4 2 Use pay it Forward model to build affordable houses Social Issues
5 2 Affordable housing for all (ie, teachers and firefighters) to reduce 

commuting traffic (avoiding high density)
Social Issues

5 2 Special low interest loans for targeted groups to bring certain folks into 
community (prof. / teachers / medical / college)

Social Issues

5 3 Affordable housing is an issue Social Issues
6 1 Homeless shelter Social Issues
6 2 Capacity for social service needs to be met on an ongoing basis Social Issues
6 2 More affordable housing and decrease number of mobile homes Social Issues
6 7 More affordable apartment housing Social Issues
6 8 Better / more rental living conditions Social Issues
6 10 Affordable housing Social Issues
7 2 More affordable housing Social Issues
7 2 Same for persons with disabilities (affordable living accomodations) Social Issues
7 5 Community center for family to find services / programs Social Issues
7 6 Affordable housing Social Issues
7 8 More programs for disabled - parks and recreeation Social Issues Recreation
7 8 Social services campus Social Issues
7 9 Highlight our spirit of volunteerism Social Issues
7 10 Housing - affordable, better maintenance in rental homes Social Issues
8 1 Affordable housing Social Issues
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--Social Issues--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 9 Optimal housing opportunities Social Issues
9 1 Housing for disabled and less abled Social Issues
9 2 Firefighters, service people can't live here Social Issues
11 3 Affordable housing - apartment - do not have a guess about costs Social Issues
11 6 Affordable for average citizen Social Issues
6 10 Better housing / job opportunities for lower income population Economic Development Social Issues
12 1 Vouchers and private schools for kids with disabilities, with parents able to 

afford the schools
Education Social Issues

7 2 Affordable living accomodations for senior citizens Health Care Social Issues
11 5 Need more assisted living places that are affordable Health Care Social Issues
2 4 True mixed-use community: Walk to theater, restaurants, schools; 

Affordable housing; Diversity in cost, pricing of housing; diversity in age, 
backgrounds, ethnicity

Planning Social Issues

6 2 Crises intervention teams to serve community Public Safety Social Issues
7 8 County free of drugs - more funds for social services Public Safety Social Issues
14 3 Homeless Shelter Social Issues
14 4 Better programs for teens with babies Social Issues
14 4 Increase disability pension Social Issues
14 4 Social security for senior citizens Social Issues
14 6 Easier volunteering access Social Issues
14 6 Habitat for humanity Social Issues
14 6 Cheaper housing Social Issues Planning
14 6 Homeless shelters Social Issues
14 7 Homeless shelter Social Issues
14 8 Homeless shelters Social Issues
14 9 Homeless shelters Social Issues
15 5 Homeless shelter Social Issues
15 5 Interracial activities Social Issues
15 7 Needs to be more inviting to ethnicities Social Issues
15 8 Shelter for kids in need Social Issues
14 9 Cheaper houses Economic Development Social Issues
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Partnership with the arts (performing arts) Culture
1 2 Cultural arts Culture
1 2 Culture (Fine arts, etc.) Culture
1 3 Cultural arts center / facility Culture
1 3 Preservation of community history Culture
1 3 Partnership with cultural community: University, City of Atlanta, Forsyth 

County
Culture Leadership

1 4 Cultural development - local scale (like Chastain, not GA Dome) Culture
1 5 Cultural arts / performing arts center (Cultural unification) Culture
1 5 Indoor aquatic center Culture
1 6 Art, Music, and Drama Culture
1 6 Performing arts center Culture
1 7 Cultural centers and performing and visual arts Culture
1 7 Arts Culture
1 7 Cultural infrastructure Culture
1 8 Cultural arts center Culture
1 10 Cultural arts center support of the community arts programs Culture
1 11 Cultural arts center - downtown destination: shops / food / arts / historical 

preservation / conference center - Increase tourism: Lake Lanier should be 
a vacation destination / Sawnee Mtn Preserve / Downtown

Culture Economic Development

1 12 Cultural arts Culture
1 12 Keeping Cumming's history / identity alive (4th of July, Fair, Antiques, etc.) Culture

1 13 Cultural arts facility Culture
1 14 More emphasis on cultural arts Culture
1 15 Nationally recognized culture / arts festival Culture
2 1 Cultural Arts complex Culture
2 1 International flair / attribute for the community (Arts, markets, bakerys) - 

Alpharetta's market as an example
Culture

2 2 Arts Center Culture
2 2 Performing Arts theatre Culture
2 3 Water on lake lanier / fall-time music venue on water (public access) Culture Recreation
2 4 Cultural arts hub mixed with college / academic centers Culture Education
2 5 Increase arts / cultural activities Culture
3 1 More entertainment venues - ampitheater Culture
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 1 Government backing arts centers Culture
3 1 Turn rock quarry into outdoor venue Culture
3 2 Cultural arts center Culture
3 4 Cultural arts (ampitheater / museum) Culture
3 5 Chastain park environment (ampitheatre) Culture
3 8 Support for the arts - museum, performing arts center, peace center 

(Greenville)
Culture

4 1 Outdoor ampitheatre Culture
4 1 More of a focus on art - street art Culture
4 2 Preserve history Culture
4 3 Cultural activity center of quality move from Atlanta up to our area / Cultural 

arts center to attract local and other users of facilities / Create environment 
for artists to visit/stay in community

Culture

5 1 Performing arts - Cultural Arts Center Culture
5 1 Cultural Arts Culture
5 2 Market and preserve cemetary on national registry - tourism - walking tours 

of cemetary at night with stories
Culture Economic Development

5 2 Arts Center with symphony Culture
5 2 Junior Samples Museum filled with Hee Haw stuff Culture
5 3 Cultural arts center Culture
5 4 Preserve historic landmarks (ex: Poole's Mill Park) Culture
5 5 Expand on demo area at fair - more opportunities for people to see older 

ways of farming (historic)
Culture

5 5 "Unto these Hills" performance at Sawnee Mountain - add an ampitheatre if 
not already planned

Culture

5 5 Preserve history of this area through events, museums, etc. (Brannon 
Hotel and similar projects)

Culture

5 6 High-end arts center Culture
6 1 Dedication to history around county Culture
6 1 Center for the arts to include university and teen center Culture Education
6 2 Performing arts center Culture
6 2 Concert venues Culture
6 2 Preservation of local history - museums, nature centers Culture Recreation
6 3 Cultural arts center - one is needed to complete the community Culture
6 3 County wide community center available to be seated Culture
6 5 Could use meeting center - civic center like Gwinnett Culture
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 6 Enhance cultural activities - Sawnee Center, playhouse, outdoor concerts 

in the park
Culture

6 8 More cultural entertainment / amphitheatre Culture
6 9 Cultural Center - Art museum Culture
6 10 Cultural center Culture
7 1 Performing, visual arts / cultural center Culture
7 3 Performing arts center Culture
7 4 Culture downtown - outdoor market / artist retail / demo Culture
7 4 Cultural arts center - destination downtown Culture
7 4 Loft space - performance (amateur / professional) Culture
7 5 We need to be a destination (arts, events) Culture
7 5 Cultural arts Culture
7 5 Public radio station for North GA Culture
7 6 A presence in all arts, cultural, performing Culture
7 6 A civic center for meetings, etc - a cultural arts center Culture
7 6 Multi-cultural center Culture Diversity
7 6 Community / cultural / civic center in downtown cumming along with 

revitalization of downtown
Culture Economic Development

7 8 Cultural arts Culture
7 8 Community meeting areas Culture
7 9 Science center, cultural center, civic center, arts center, college, private 

arts council (control and funding) all possibly in campus type environment
Culture Education

7 9 Preserve small town values and historic buildings Culture
7 10 That we will have cultural centers: workshops, cultural activities (dances), 

theater, higher education, recreational aeas, information, cultural education
Culture

7 11 Cultural arts center - change tyson to arts center - need community center 
for groups to meet in, replace Sawnee center

Culture

8 4 Cultural / performance arts / civic auditorium Culture
8 5 City of Cumming - City hall / cemetary / sidewalks / Cumming Playhouse Culture Transportation

8 6 Maintaining and developing cultural arts Culture
8 6 Performing arts building / civic center Culture
8 10 Art center with all arts included - ballet, theatre, handicrafts Culture
10 2 Convention / cultural arts center - to bring in conventions Culture Economic Development
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
11 6 Cultural arts center - large meeting center/conference seating for > 300 Culture Economic Development

12 1 Ampitheaters for the arts Culture
13 2 A picture of a historic place that talks about history of Forsyth Culture
13 2 Pictures of different ethnic groups working together Culture
1 11 Embrace and improve multicultural environment: education center / arts 

center / employment services
Diversity Culture

1 8 Conference center, hotels, civic center, arts and cultural center Economic Development Culture
1 16 Revitalize downtown: safe, walkable, park benches, old town feel, Buford, 

Vickery, cultural arts (co-op, sell art) venue for large events (large 
ballroom)

Economic Development Culture

2 4 We need something concrete as a base -- ie college, cultural arts, 
technology center

Education Culture

12 2 Add community center - education, performance, recreation, all-inclusive, 
all access, pool, gym, sauna

Education Culture

4 1 Restore historic homes - festive activities Image/Distinctiveness Culture
1 1 Community center (focus point) with ampitheater Planning Culture
3 1 Reclaim rock quarry for greenspace / ampitheater / entertainment venues / 

botanical garden
Recreation Culture

4 1 More places available (ie, ampitheatre, greenway, park areas, things to do) Recreation Culture

5 5 Chastain on lake - art museum - children's museum (hands on) - Replace 
Sawnee Center - something for performing arts

Recreation Culture

14 1 Amphitheater Culture
14 3 Concert hall Culture
14 3 Museum Culture Education
14 5 Venues Culture
14 5 Dinosaurs - Museum Culture Education
14 5 Educational museum Culture Education
14 5 Monument Culture
14 6 Performing arts center Culture
14 6 Amphitheater Culture
14 6 Museums Culture Education
14 8 Waterfall / monument Culture Image/Distinctiveness
14 9 More areas for bands to play Culture
14 9 Comedy club Culture
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 1 "Battle of the bands" at fairground Culture
15 1 Music performances at fairgrounds because downtown is too far Culture
15 1 Battle of the bands committee - Monthly performance at fairgrounds Culture
15 2 Entertainment Culture
15 3 More space for the arts / dance company Culture
15 3 Concert hall Culture
15 5 Ampitheater - for concerts and events Culture
15 6 Theatrical places (Fox, Roxy) Culture
15 6 Concert center Culture
15 6 Civic center Culture
15 6 Higher class society Culture
15 7 Music venues, concerts Culture
15 7 More theaters, like Fox theatre Culture
15 8 Forsyth civic center - concerts, plays Culture
15 8 Forsyth playhouse Culture
15 9 Civic center Culture
15 7 More seats in performing arts theatre Education Culture
15 7 Fix theatre floor Education Culture
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 2 Senior / retirement "communities" Health Care
1 7 Heath infrastructure Health Care
1 8 Community that is good for seniors: safe, comfortable Health Care
1 8 Better health care assets Health Care
1 9 Commit to senior citizen communities: affordable, active, subsidized Health Care
1 9 Continue growth of hospital Health Care
1 10 Good senior facilities and care programs Health Care
1 10 Advanced medical facilities Health Care
1 11 Improve health care / top ranked medical facilities Health Care
1 11 Assisted living Health Care
1 11 Retirement communities Health Care
1 12 Excellence in health care Health Care
1 16 Medical care / services Health Care
2 3 Elderly - living facilities, health care, social, housing, safe environment, 

active living communities
Health Care

2 4
Maintain one of the best hospitalization facilities / medical care in the nation

Health Care

3 2 Housing / health care for seniors Health Care
3 2 Quality health care: hospital / maternity Health Care
3 3 #1 healthcare Health Care
3 4 Senior community housing (high quality / low maintenance) Health Care
3 4 Quality healthcare Health Care
3 7 Senior resources and facilities / transportation Health Care Transportation
3 8 Assisted living Health Care
3 9 We were pro-active in providing services and retirement centers for the 

senior population
Health Care

4 3 Additional hospital Health Care
4 3 Develop retirement community Health Care
5 1 55 and over communities Health Care
5 2 Grow medical and technical training to create a "pill hill" in Forsyth County 

with assisted living
Health Care

5 5 Better senior center (ex. Alpharetta) - ball fields, tennis, activites, larger and 
more facilities

Health Care Recreation

5 6 Active retirees having engaging life style - classes - expand senior center Health Care
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 1 Special population services - Full service healthcare, Affordable adult and 

special needs day care, An early intervention facility for special needs (birth 
- 5 yrs old)

Health Care

6 2 More services for senior citizens Health Care
6 2 Full service medical facilities in Forsyth Health Care
6 3 Good assisted living facilities for senior citizens Health Care
6 6 Attract foremost health care Health Care
6 7 Need more retirement communities - also- affordable, safe, one-story, has 

all amenities so they don't have to drive - ex: communities with doctors, 
grocery, pharmacy, activities (golf, etc), gated and secure

Health Care

6 8 Hospital and health clinics on the north side Health Care
6 9 Access to good healthcare Health Care
6 9 Maternity ward Health Care
6 10 Meet the needs of aging population, esp with outdoor activities, sidewalks Health Care Transportation

7 1 Senior-friendly county Health Care
7 1 Hospital Health Care
7 2 Medical personnel Health Care
7 2 Affordable living accomodations for senior citizens Health Care Social Issues
7 3 Destination for health care facilities Health Care
7 4 Expansion of medical facilities / medical school Health Care
7 6 Better facilities for seniors - CCRC - Seniors next to schools / youth Health Care
7 6 More healthcare facilities Health Care
7 8 Medical facilities - womens center Health Care
7 9 Great medical care Health Care
7 10 More activities for elderly people - active activities - walks, entertainment Health Care Recreation

7 10 Affordable clinics Health Care
7 11 Expanded hospital campus Health Care
7 11 Senior housing - majority of population over 65 Health Care
8 1 Great place for retirees, with services such as transportation, shopping Health Care

8 2 Active senior / adult community with services Health Care
8 2 Adequate health care from pre-natal to geriatrics Health Care
8 3 Greater healthcare system - more specialized physicians: cancer, eyes, 

surgery - expansion of hospitals - specialized treatment
Health Care
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 4 Education / retention healthcare personnel Health Care
8 4 Continued development of medical infrastructure - increasing demand Health Care
8 4 Retirement and assisted living communities - similar to the one in Roswell 

off Old alabama
Health Care

8 5 Upgrade medical facilities as we grow Health Care
8 5 Community transportation - senior bus, disabled person's bus service, 

private/public partnerships
Health Care Transportation

8 5 More senior centers in communities Health Care
8 6 Committed to elderly care and housing Health Care
8 6 Health care Health Care
8 7 Senior citizen centers and teen centers in every community Health Care Human Capital
8 8 Non-smoking community Health Care
8 9 Total care medical facilities Health Care
8 9 Anc. Services - supporting children with disabilities and their families locally 

in Forsyth County; elders; persons with disabilities/mental health
Health Care

8 9 Resources for referrals - clinics Health Care
8 10 Expansion of health care Health Care
9 1 Affordable retirement living Health Care
9 1 Assisted living facilities Health Care
9 2 Programs for seniors Health Care
9 2 Number of housing - retirement living affordable - amenities Health Care
9 2 Handicapped Health Care
9 2 Disabled and less able exercise Health Care
9 3 Assisted living - nursing homes Health Care
11 1 Larger facility for senior center Health Care
11 2 Improve senior center - larger Health Care
11 2 More activities for the elderly - challenges, contests between seniors - 

exercise, trips, entertainment, movies, games, bingo
Health Care

11 2 Improve nursing homes - more stuff - staff to patient ratio smaller Health Care
11 2 More transportation for the elderly - for local errands - dial-a-ride is not 

enough
Health Care Transportation

11 4 Affordable senior care and housing Health Care
11 5 Need more assisted living places that are affordable Health Care Social Issues
11 6 Senior communities / continum of care - similar to Wesley Village Health Care
11 6 Adult day care / health Health Care
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
11 6 Skilled gerontologist at hospital Health Care
11 6 Accessible preventative health / dental / mental care Health Care
12 2 Initialize special needs care / health care / elder care / respite care that sets 

the standard nation-wide
Health Care

12 2 The hospital needs adjunct professional special needs medical care, 
respite care, hospice in association with the hospital

Health Care

12 2 Geriatric care, pediatric care Health Care
12 2 Build the hospital into a hub for all of above Health Care
10 5 New / thriving businesses - mom and pops small businesses with large 

(more service-based) businesses that employ people, health care
Economic Development Health Care

6 10 Continuing education for retirees Education Health Care
6 10 Continue enlarging libraries and senior center Education Health Care
6 6 Comprehensive plan for healthy lifestyle (hospital, parks, bikes) Planning Health Care
11 6 Senior athletic club with deep swimming pool Recreation Health Care
14 1 Cancer research Health Care
14 2 Help with diseases Health Care
14 3 Cancer research center Health Care
14 3 Better hospitals Health Care
14 4 Better foods in hospitals Health Care
14 4 Cheaper hospital bills Health Care
14 4 More dentist offices Health Care
14 5 Local hospital Health Care
14 5 Asylum Health Care
14 6 Hospital Health Care
14 6 Children's hospital Health Care
14 6 Quicker EMTs Health Care
14 6 Better nursing homes Health Care
14 6 More abuse clinics Health Care
14 6 Teen help center Health Care
14 6 Disease control / prevention (CDC) Health Care
14 7 Hospitals Health Care
14 8 Hospitals Health Care
14 8 Rehab centers Health Care
14 8 Mental institutions Health Care
15 5 Another hospital Health Care
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 5 Rehab center Health Care
15 5 Doctors offices / dentist Health Care
15 6 Hospitals Health Care
15 6 Nursing homes Health Care
15 6 Doctor offices / medical practices Health Care
15 6 More therapy places / drug rehab Health Care
15 7 Walk-in clinics - 24/7 Health Care
15 7 T eenage doctor offices Health Care
15 8 Doctors office 24/7 Health Care
15 8 Kids counseling center Health Care
15 9 More hospitals Health Care
15 9 More focused on health with young children Health Care
15 9 Closer hospital for children Health Care
14 6 Health food stores Economic Development Health Care
15 8 School clinic Education Health Care
14 1 Own suicide hotline Human Capital Health Care
15 7 Legalize drugs - medical use Public Safety Health Care
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Human Capital

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 2 Teen centers Human Capital
1 5 Community that nurtures our children to become better / productive citizens Human Capital

1 9 More activities for children Human Capital
1 10 Good after-school programs not run by teachers (parks and recreation) Human Capital
1 14 Increase youth leadership Human Capital Leadership
1 15 Our children have come back to live here because we have a lot to offer Human Capital

2 2 Community centers for kids Human Capital
2 5 Teen community centers Human Capital
3 7 Centers / activities for teens Human Capital
6 1 Teen center in complex with college and arts center Human Capital Education
6 2 Services for youth Human Capital
6 4 Schools, churches that develop value systems Human Capital
6 8 Need YMCA and activities for teenagers Human Capital
7 4 Youth center - teen development - multiple teen centers Human Capital
8 4 Local activities for teens - food, music, supervision, sports Human Capital
8 8 Boys / Girls Clubs Human Capital
2 4 Top 10 -- best education system in the nation and maintaining excellence -- 

youth programs including youth centers / camps -- utilize natural assets/ 
resources to enhance youth experience - lake, mountains, camps -- 
alternative school calendar

Education Human Capital

6 10 Activities for student population Education Human Capital
8 7 Senior citizen centers and teen centers in every community Health Care Human Capital
6 6 Safe teen-oriented events, places, activities - music, friends, leisure park, 

lake
Recreation Human Capital

6 10 Hockey team, recreation, youth sports Recreation Human Capital
14 1 Own suicide hotline Human Capital
14 3 Teen hangout Human Capital
14 4 Teen club Human Capital
14 5 Immigration control Human Capital
15 1 Teen centers Human Capital
15 2 Teenage hangouts - places we don't get trouble, night club Human Capital
15 3 Teen clubs Human Capital
15 4 Teen club Human Capital
15 5 Teen club Human Capital
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Human Capital

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 3 County gym Recreation Human Capital
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Pleasant architecture for businesses (controls), like John's Creek Image/Distinctiveness
1 2 Architectural standards Image/Distinctiveness
1 3 Friendly / welcoming / very inviting downtown area Image/Distinctiveness
1 4 Neghborhood atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
1 4 Signage, architectural controls / Development & Design standards, 

partnerships, environmentally consistent, expand Hwy 141 design overlay 
to include residential

Image/Distinctiveness

1 6 Architectural design standards Image/Distinctiveness
1 7 Committed to being a beautiful community Image/Distinctiveness
1 8 Develop a better identity of Forsyth Image/Distinctiveness
1 10 Standardized architectural guidelines Image/Distinctiveness
1 11 Remove billboard / add underground utilities Image/Distinctiveness Infrastructure
1 14 Photo 1: Indian Seats Image/Distinctiveness
1 15 Cohesive, attractive"look and feel" to development Image/Distinctiveness
2 1 Dunwoody-like sinage: low, smaller, not tacky Image/Distinctiveness
2 1 John's Creek-like Image/Distinctiveness
2 3 Downtown with hometown feel - safe (similar like some neighborhoods 

have for walking)
Image/Distinctiveness

2 4 The county needs a tangible theme -- Best in nation: destination, 
academia/school system, health care system, planned communities

Image/Distinctiveness Planning

2 5 Maintain "Mayberry" atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
2 5 More stringent sign standards / controls Image/Distinctiveness
3 5 Gas lanterns - parkway, walking, grassed medians, nice landscaping Image/Distinctiveness
3 5 Johns Creek overlay - landscaping, greenery Image/Distinctiveness
4 1 More holiday decorations around town Image/Distinctiveness
4 1 Restore historic homes - festive activities Image/Distinctiveness Culture
4 1 More flowers "downtown" Image/Distinctiveness
4 1 Having a higher standard for appearance - especially the city of Cumming Image/Distinctiveness

4 2 Small town feel Image/Distinctiveness
5 1 Planning and zoning: Conference center/performing arts/hotel, character 

through architectural styles, low profile signing, limit strip malls, 
landscaping

Image/Distinctiveness Planning

5 2 Architectural restrictions on commercial designs Image/Distinctiveness
5 3 Strict landscaping requirements for businesses Image/Distinctiveness
5 3 Presrving farmland Image/Distinctiveness
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
5 3 Enforcable sign ordinances Image/Distinctiveness
5 4 More "progressive" image - "we're not just chicken plants" Image/Distinctiveness
5 6 Sign ordinance to conform with a country-like atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Architectural controls in place Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 County-wide beautification plan and community support Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Beautification of roads to improve scenery and slow traffic Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Get rid of billboards on 400 - limit billboards Image/Distinctiveness
6 5 Trees and landscaping in medians. Tree-lined sidewalks and paths Image/Distinctiveness Transportation
6 5 A safe, healthy "Mayberry" place to raise families Image/Distinctiveness
6 6 Take down billboards - more like Peachtree City Image/Distinctiveness
6 6 Personality development of City of Cumming (Charleston, Roswell, 

Marietta, Savannah, etc.)
Image/Distinctiveness

6 7 More quaint downtown Cumming - small town look (park and walk around) Image/Distinctiveness

6 8 Beautify Cumming, making it less industrial Image/Distinctiveness
6 8 Less billboards Image/Distinctiveness
6 9 Downtown Cumming - architectural conformance, small mom and pop 

shops, walkable, town square look
Image/Distinctiveness

6 10 Retain country charm Image/Distinctiveness
7 9 Clean, well-kept Image/Distinctiveness
7 9 Revised downtown area - better architecture - more aesthetically pleasing Image/Distinctiveness

7 10 A clean town Image/Distinctiveness
7 11 Litter free community Image/Distinctiveness
8 1 Streetscaping - dogwoods - signature native plant Image/Distinctiveness
8 1 Sign ordinance - ban billboards Image/Distinctiveness
8 1 Façade standards - support the identity "branding" Image/Distinctiveness
8 4 Consistency / standards for commercial building Image/Distinctiveness
8 4 Billboard standards Image/Distinctiveness
8 4 Sawnee Mountain as focal attraction, developed appropriately Image/Distinctiveness
8 4 Maintain historic elements Image/Distinctiveness
8 6 Preserving its rural roots - farming and agriculture Image/Distinctiveness
8 7 Farm land preserved Image/Distinctiveness
8 7 Preserve family farms to allow families to continue to work the farm Image/Distinctiveness
8 9 Architectural guidelines Image/Distinctiveness
10 3 Reinvent the square - main street feel, like Vinings, Buford Image/Distinctiveness
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
11 2 Clean up the city - tear down old buildings Image/Distinctiveness
13 2 Clean city Image/Distinctiveness
13 2 A city with walkways around the city - modernized - but not losing the rustic 

look
Image/Distinctiveness Transportation

2 1 Monument on Sawnee mountain as a focal point Economic Development Image/Distinctiveness
2 3 Architectural sculpture on top of Sawnee Mountain to identify us as 

different (like Eiffel tower or Big Chicken - something unique to remember / 
be known by)

Economic Development Image/Distinctiveness

5 4 Downtown shopping / entertainment / dining / city walk / architectural, 
environmental, landscape standards with teeth

Economic Development Image/Distinctiveness

5 5 Downtown pedestrian-friendly, things to do, architecturally similar, 
greenspace on outskirts of town

Economic Development Image/Distinctiveness

5 6 Office parks resembling Windward parkway with coordinated architecture Economic Development Image/Distinctiveness

1 2 Smart planning / Zoning integrity / Architectural standards Planning Image/Distinctiveness
1 12 Growing a well-themed / planned downtown Planning Image/Distinctiveness
6 5 Downtown area is planned, consistent - pedestrian-friendly - pleasing to the 

eye
Planning Image/Distinctiveness

7 6 Better sense of community - better planning - more uniform zoning with 
common architecture - balanced tax base

Planning Image/Distinctiveness

6 4 Better upkeep of Forsyth County - medians, roads, landscape, etc. Transportation Image/Distinctiveness
14 6 "Underground Cumming" (Atlanta) Image/Distinctiveness Economic Development
14 8 Solid gold statue Image/Distinctiveness
15 2 Value - historic Image/Distinctiveness
15 3 Better landscaping Image/Distinctiveness
15 3 Improve building designs for major stores - example: wal-mart Image/Distinctiveness
15 4 Clean up community Image/Distinctiveness
15 6 Historic Cumming - preserve Image/Distinctiveness
15 6 Underground Forsyth Image/Distinctiveness Economic Development
15 7 More country environment Image/Distinctiveness
15 9 More litter control Image/Distinctiveness
14 8 Waterfall / monument Culture Image/Distinctiveness
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Significant water recycle plan / plants Infrastructure
1 1 Cooperative deep water intake for future needs identified Infrastructure
1 1 Regional solution to water needs Infrastructure
1 2 Water / sewer Infrastructure
1 3 Water preservation / conservation: use of gutter system to water lawns; 

water reuse / rainwater reuse
Infrastructure

1 3 Underground utilities Infrastructure
1 6 Underground utilities Infrastructure
1 7 Intelligent water and sewer plan Infrastructure
1 7 County wide water and serwer service Infrastructure
1 7 Infrastructure Infrastructure
1 7 Water / Sewer: Quality and quantity / Stormwater management - creative 

visioning
Infrastructure

1 8 Long-term planning for all public infrastructure - future view Infrastructure
1 8 All utilities placed underground Infrastructure
1 9 Environmentally sound water and sewer - utilizing grey water Infrastructure
1 9 Power generation from waste material Infrastructure
1 10 State of the art infrastructure Infrastructure
1 10 Waste management / recycling Infrastructure
1 12 Infrastructure resrouces / maintaining Infrastructure
1 12 County-wide sewage system Infrastructure
1 13 Water supply / sewer treatment Infrastructure
1 14 Efficient use of utilities (water, gas, electric - conservation and good 

planning)
Infrastructure Environment

1 14 Better utilization of natural resources (e.g., expanded waterway much as 
San Antonio, Texas)

Infrastructure Environment

1 15 Affordable Water Infrastructure
1 15 Focus on infrastructure (ie, roads, etc.) first Infrastructure Transportation
1 15 Water and sewer throughout county Infrastructure
1 16 Infrastructure Infrastructure
1 16 Water - after you fill the lake, let's drink Infrastructure
1 16 Sewer Infrastructure
2 1 Sewer / water plentiful Infrastructure
2 1 Underground utilities Infrastructure
2 3 Infrastructure - roads, change from septic to sewer, water Infrastructure Transportation
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
2 4 Commitment of develoeprs to build infrastructure to support new 

communities: imposing impact fees; Controlled growth; Collaboration 
between government agencies and developers

Infrastructure

2 5 Improvements to and addition to infrastructure Infrastructure
2 5 Greater recycling of water Infrastructure
3 1 Address infrastructure problems Infrastructure
3 1 Create aquifers / resivoirs Infrastructure
3 1 Water reclaimation projects at the neighborhood level / community level / 

smaller scale (for irrigation)
Infrastructure

3 1 Address major infrastructure issues to make county attractive to quality 
industry

Infrastructure

3 2 Utilities: technology / cheap power source / underground power / water / 
sewer

Infrastructure

3 4 What we have now with issues solved (water, sewer, roads, balance 
business and residential)

Infrastructure

3 6 Water - intake / way to get it here Infrastructure
3 6 Sewer Infrastructure
3 6 Grey water usage for landscaping Infrastructure
3 7 Lake with water Infrastructure
4 3 Full lake Infrastructure
4 3 Create a waste water retention pond / lake instead of it flowing directly into 

lake lanier
Infrastructure

5 1 Lake cleaner and fuller Infrastructure Environment
5 1 Sewer and water Infrastructure
5 2 Clean and need community with maintained landscape and underground 

utilities
Infrastructure Quality of Life

5 3 Supply grey water to water residential lawns Infrastructure
5 3 Ensure water supply Infrastructure
5 3 Reservoir for future water needs Infrastructure
5 4 Development should be regulated by water availability and other 

infrastructure
Infrastructure Planning

5 4 Public private partnerships - require developers to fund infrastructure 
improvement, impact fees

Infrastructure

5 4 Sewer infrastructure Infrastructure
5 6 Infrastructure in place - stop putting cart in front of horse Infrastructure
5 6 Commit ourselves to quality, water conservation Infrastructure
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 1 Roads, water and sewer (adequate) Infrastructure Transportation
6 2 Infrastructure - sewer / water / roads Infrastructure Transportation
6 2 Adequate water to limit restrictions on use Infrastructure
6 3 County is not entirely dependent on Lake Lanier for water - cooperation 

between city and county - county has its own reservoir to supply water
Infrastructure

6 3 "Water Wars" are resolved between FL, AL and GA Infrastructure
6 5 Prepare accordingly for water , utilities Infrastructure
6 6 Solid waste plan implementation / funding Infrastructure
6 7 County-wide sewer system Infrastructure
6 7 Need individual county water system Infrastructure
6 9 More sewers - less septic (not necessarily more density) Infrastructure
6 9 Clear and abundant water available (gardening, drinking, etc.) Infrastructure
6 9 Better water recycling Infrastructure
6 9 Impact fees to fund infrastructure (greenspace, parks, schools) Infrastructure Recreation
6 10 Water issues Infrastructure
6 10 Infrastructure support density areas / gas / sewer / law enforcement to 

keep taxes at current level (no cuts) and support infrastructure
Infrastructure

6 10 Blanket broadband Infrastructure
7 1 Infrastructure ahead of development Infrastructure
7 2 Water conservation Infrastructure
7 2 Consider energy resources with the extra growth Infrastructure
7 3 Focus on infrastructure to support growth Infrastructure
7 5 Reclaimed water facility Infrastructure
7 6 Underground utilities Infrastructure
7 7 Infrastructure Infrastructure
7 8 Water - solve the issues Infrastructure
7 11 A community that uses water wisely - recycle water Infrastructure
7 11 Instead of more landfills, use incinerators Infrastructure
8 1 Strong water system Infrastructure
8 2 Develop better utility infrastructure Infrastructure
8 2 Lake at full pool Infrastructure
8 3 Bury the utilities Infrastructure
8 3 Greater sewer system coverage throughout county Infrastructure
8 3 Require development to put in sewere infrastructure Infrastructure
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 4 Underground utilities - remove existing cell towers as technology allows Infrastructure

8 4 Preserve Lake Lanier - sufficient water levels - drinking water, etc. Infrastructure
8 4 Sufficient water supply Infrastructure
8 4 Make sure necessary infrastructure in place prior to implementing above 

improvements
Infrastructure

8 5 Water supply - clean / safe, readily available Infrastructure
8 6 Water and sewer Infrastructure
8 8 Lake lanier to stay full and clean Infrastructure Environment
8 8 Sewer systems in place before overbuilding Infrastructure
9 2 Water Infrastructure
11 5 Water supply Infrastructure
11 6 Additional landfill, emission control incinerator Infrastructure
12 2 Self-sufficiency in food, water and energy Infrastructure Miscellaneous
12 2 City power plant, or county Infrastructure
12 2 Ubiquitous subsidized broadband-wireless Infrastructure
12 2 No more overhead cables (bury 'em!) Infrastructure
13 2 The lake full of water Infrastructure
3 1 More solar energy for both residents and commercial Environment Infrastructure
3 6 Require water conservation Environment Infrastructure
5 6 Protect Lake Lanier's water quality and level Environment Infrastructure
10 4 Conscious water management Environment Infrastructure
11 4 Water preservation - handle growth? Environment Infrastructure
1 11 Remove billboard / add underground utilities Image/Distinctiveness Infrastructure
2 3 Master plan - plan for growth -- have infrastructure before you build. 

Density of homes + balance with business (this gues with our corporate 
idea)

Planning Infrastructure

5 3 Allow only specified amount of land to be developed each year / No 
development until sewer, water and roads are in place

Planning Infrastructure

6 6 Control / moderate growth, strict ruling re expansion, infrastructure must 
support growth

Planning Infrastructure

6 6 Affordable housing, good schools, infrastructure (roads, transit, water, 
sewer, waste management, recycling)

Transportation Infrastructure

8 10 Infrastructure - roads, water Transportation Infrastructure
14 3 Power plants Infrastructure
14 3 Hydroplants Infrastructure
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 4 Better sewage systems Infrastructure
14 5 Sewer system Infrastructure
14 6 Better water treatment Infrastructure
14 8 Underground utilities Infrastructure
15 6 Sewage Infrastructure
15 6 Fix the water - cleaner - purified water Infrastructure
15 7 Water towers / supply Infrastructure
15 8 More water sources Infrastructure

Page 54 of 62



Public Saftey

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Judicial center Public Safety
1 2 Fire / safety / medical Public Safety
1 4 Safety Public Safety
1 5 Crack down on illegal use and production of drugs / use Public Safety
1 5 Forsyth county a safe place to live and work Public Safety
1 5 Need new courthouse and jail Public Safety
1 5 More firehouses to reduce insurance rates Public Safety
1 6 Public safety facilities throughout county Public Safety
1 7 Public safety Public Safety
1 7 Public safety infrastructure Public Safety
1 9 Police force solving small crimes (i.e. burglaries Public Safety
1 10 Well-equipped fire and police services Public Safety
1 12 As population grows, a large enough jail system / court / government 

buildings
Public Safety

1 14 Quality government agencies (police, fire, etc.) Public Safety
1 16 Low Crime (meth) Public Safety
2 2 Sheriff Center expansion (jail, away from downtown) Public Safety
2 5 Drug-free community / greater law enforcement initiatives Public Safety
2 5

Law enforcement - greater attention to traffic infractions - "write tickets!"
Public Safety

2 5 Incrase driving age Public Safety
3 2 Stricter regulations for drivers licenses Public Safety
3 4 Secure environment Public Safety
3 7 Fix meth issue Public Safety
3 9 Controlled crime by providing teen programs, drug awareness and help 

programs
Public Safety

4 2 Safe community Public Safety
4 3 Keep safe community Public Safety
4 3 Larger fire and police force Public Safety
4 3 Enforce loitering laws - stop kids from drinking and smoking in parking lots Public Safety

5 3 Safe community Public Safety
5 5 Better court facilities - don't just build on - facility has room for everything 

needed in law enforcement and court system
Public Safety

5 6 In 2030, named the safest county and the cleanest county in the U.S. Public Safety
6 1 Safe community Public Safety
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Public Saftey

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 1 New courthouse Public Safety
6 1 New jail - multi-level Public Safety
6 2 Services increased - police, fire protection Public Safety
6 2 Safe community Public Safety
6 2 Crime control and drug-free community Public Safety
6 2 Crises intervention teams to serve community Public Safety Social Issues
6 3 Public safety (fire, sheriff, police) are well-funded, supported and 

encouraged
Public Safety

6 3 New county jail and courthouse off the square in downtown Public Safety
6 7 Sheriff department expansion - jails, county complex, etc. Public Safety
6 8 Preventative programs against violence and discrimination Public Safety
6 9 Law enforcement for offenders Public Safety
6 9 Emergency response is rapid Public Safety
7 2 Street lights in subdivisions Public Safety
7 2 Police to support growth: additional jail space, public safety building Public Safety
7 4 Criminal justice center Public Safety
7 4 Continued focus on safety - fire, law enforcement Public Safety
7 7 Public safety - keep it the best - pay them to keep and attact the best Public Safety
7 7 Drug task force - stay aggressive Public Safety
7 8 County free of drugs - more funds for social services Public Safety Social Issues
7 8 New justice center and jail Public Safety
7 9 Safe place to live Public Safety
7 10 A safe town Public Safety
7 11 Unified government facility - court house, jail, other departments in central 

location - preserve county courthouse
Public Safety

8 1 Safe place to live Public Safety
8 1 New jail Public Safety
8 4 Police, schools, teachers, fire department - (family values) Public Safety Education
8 4 Better judicial and detention facilities Public Safety
8 4 Drug / alcohol treatment for kids in Forsyth Public Safety
8 5 Crime - well qualified, well paid law enforcement, precincts in communities Public Safety

8 6 Committing ourselves to a drug-free environment Public Safety
8 6 Detention facility - public safety facility Public Safety
8 8 Hands-free while driving Public Safety
8 8 Work together to eliminate illegal drug use / manufacturing Public Safety
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Public Saftey

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 8 Fire / police / highway departments - all need to fit growth Public Safety
8 8 Increase county supplements to attract top-qualified teachers, police, and 

firefighters
Public Safety Education

8 9 Safety for our children Public Safety
8 9 Law enforcement - provide payment and benefits to hold attraction for good 

staff
Public Safety

8 10 Drugs under control Public Safety
9 3 Low crime rate Public Safety
11 1 More street lights Public Safety
11 5 Better protection - trained police Public Safety
11 5 City police are not trained in diversity Public Safety Diversity
11 6 More courthouse and jail Public Safety
13 2 Safe and quiet city Public Safety
3 2 Quality of life / safety / security Quality of Life Public Safety
4 2 Safe outdoor areas like walking and bike paths Transportation Public Safety
8 8 Slow down speed limits, etc. - no cell phone / eating Transportation Public Safety
14 2 Closer police station Public Safety
14 2 Higher punishment on DUI Public Safety
14 2 Better safety equipment Public Safety
14 2 Make drug security better Public Safety
14 3 Reduce police Public Safety
14 3 Less animal killing Public Safety
14 3 No disturbing the peace law Public Safety
14 3 Later curfew Public Safety
14 4 Better security at airports Public Safety Transportation
14 5 Gun control Public Safety
14 5 Better court system Public Safety
14 5 Legalize fireworks Public Safety
14 5 Harder license requirements Public Safety Transportation
14 6 Stricter alcohol laws Public Safety
14 6 Better state patrol posts Public Safety
14 6 More police officers Public Safety
14 6 More / better jails Public Safety
14 6 Better juvenille centers Public Safety
14 6 Better crime prevention Public Safety
14 6 Harsher crime sentences Public Safety

Page 57 of 62



Public Saftey

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 7 Drug enforcement Public Safety
14 8 Better police force Public Safety
14 8 More jails Public Safety
14 8 More fire stations Public Safety
15 1 More flexibility with driving hours Public Safety
15 2 Police system "drive" Public Safety
15 3 Improve public safety - biking, walking Public Safety Transportation
15 5 Law enforcement Public Safety
15 6 Bigger jails Public Safety
15 6 Law enforcement - less hardcore on teens Public Safety
15 7 No drugs Public Safety
15 7 Lower alcohol age / 18 Public Safety Government
15 7 Legalize drugs - medical use Public Safety Health Care
15 7 Harder driving test Public Safety
15 7 No enforcement on curfew Public Safety
15 7 More attention to cell usage / driving Public Safety
15 8 Fewer drugs and crime Public Safety
15 9 More jails Public Safety
15 9 Drinking age lowered Public Safety
15 9 Better trained traffic cops Public Safety
15 9 Nicer policemen Public Safety
15 9 Lower the curfew Public Safety
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Miscellaneous

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 3 Wireless Internet communications Miscellaneous
1 5 Wireless Internet service for the whole county Miscellaneous
1 6 Wi-Fi Miscellaneous
1 6 Infrastructure that supports telecommuting Miscellaneous
1 6 One-stop information source / web site Miscellaneous
1 6 Water fountains Miscellaneous
1 6 More trash cans Miscellaneous
1 7 Service to all: senior citizens and children Miscellaneous
1 7 Private property rights protected Miscellaneous
1 9 More incentives for A-Z recycling Miscellaneous
1 10 Wireless Internet connectivity throughout the county Miscellaneous
1 15 At least two more "John's Creek" Miscellaneous
1 16 High-speed communication (inter & intranet) Miscellaneous
2 1 No evidence of business that does not conform to community values Miscellaneous
2 2 Government community centers Miscellaneous
2 4 Strict light pollution ordinance Miscellaneous
2 5 Ability for stay-at-home moms to be able to voice their opinions of 

community needs
Miscellaneous

3 2 Balance all of above Miscellaneous
3 3 Controlled physical environment Miscellaneous
3 8 Organized faith outreach Miscellaneous
3 9 Facilities that are animal friendly Miscellaneous
4 3 Improve cell phone reception Miscellaneous
5 2 What can we preserve? Brannon House B&B Miscellaneous
5 2 Preserve Old Federal Road Miscellaneous
5 3 Population growth cap Miscellaneous
6 2 Post office - multiple locations Miscellaneous
6 2 Sharing of facilities - public schools - examples: stadiums, swimming 

facilities
Miscellaneous

6 4 English to be the official language of Forsyth County Miscellaneous
6 4 Better operations of Lake Lanier - Change managers of the lake to private 

sectors
Miscellaneous

7 2 Alligator farm (animal control) Miscellaneous
7 4 Daily local newspaper / expanded coverage Miscellaneous
8 1 More active community Miscellaneous
8 1 Wireless technology county-wide Miscellaneous
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Miscellaneous

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 2 Must have "big picture" for the betterment of the entire county Miscellaneous
8 5 Peachtree City Miscellaneous
8 8 Condemned buildings disassembled Miscellaneous
8 8 Put God back into the equation Miscellaneous
8 9 Citizens who are accountable Miscellaneous
8 10 Alligator farm Miscellaneous
8 10 Public access Miscellaneous
9 1 Better cemeteries Miscellaneous
11 1 House - 2 story (haunted) preserve Miscellaneous
11 2 Sugar daddies Miscellaneous
11 3 Service - carpentry, roofing, step contribution to include simple services, 

affordable costs
Miscellaneous

12 2 Focus on continuous improvement Miscellaneous
13 2 A big picture showing everything - a collage of what Forsyth is all about Miscellaneous

13 2 A picture of Downtown cumming Miscellaneous
12 2 Self-sufficiency in food, water and energy Infrastructure Miscellaneous
14 1 Video survey Miscellaneous
14 1 Thug life Miscellaneous
14 1 Military base Miscellaneous
14 2 Cleaner jails Miscellaneous
14 2 Better SS Plan Miscellaneous
14 3 Keep facilities clean Miscellaneous
14 3 Slaughter house Miscellaneous
14 3 Buggy insurance policy Miscellaneous
14 3 Preserve graveyards Miscellaneous
14 3 Domain service with no charge Miscellaneous
14 3 No county change Miscellaneous
14 3 Cloning facilities Miscellaneous
14 4 Better retirement plans Miscellaneous
14 5 North pole? Miscellaneous
14 5 Seal clubbing Miscellaneous
14 5 James Euringer memorial Miscellaneous
14 5 Chairs Miscellaneous
14 5 Tyler Durden memorial Miscellaneous
14 5 Grow a continent Miscellaneous
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Miscellaneous

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 6 Better life insurance Miscellaneous
14 6 Stricter business codes Miscellaneous
14 6 Humane society - larger Miscellaneous
14 6 Better / faster HTS Miscellaneous
14 6 Monkey farm Miscellaneous
14 7 Fireworks Miscellaneous
14 7 More vending machines Miscellaneous
14 7 Multi-purpose center Miscellaneous
14 8 NASA Miscellaneous
14 8 Funeral homes Miscellaneous
14 8 Robots Miscellaneous
14 8 Monkey butlers Miscellaneous
14 8 Military Miscellaneous
14 8 Nice Wahos Miscellaneous
14 8 More camels Miscellaneous
14 8 Bomb and storm shelters Miscellaneous
14 9 More vending machines Miscellaneous
15 2 More alternatives (?) Miscellaneous
15 2 Welfare look at Miscellaneous
15 5 More land Miscellaneous
15 5 Vet offices Miscellaneous
15 6 Gas prices Miscellaneous
15 6 Funeral homes Miscellaneous
15 6 Cemetary space Miscellaneous
15 6 More computer technology advancements Miscellaneous
15 6 More flat-screen tvs Miscellaneous
15 6 More animal hospitals Miscellaneous
15 6 AAA meetings Miscellaneous
15 7 No SSN Miscellaneous
15 7 More censorship Miscellaneous
15 7 Changed not rewritten Miscellaneous
15 8 18, can't take phone Miscellaneous
15 9 Advanced technology Miscellaneous
15 9 Different construction hours - more convenient Miscellaneous
15 9 Lower gas costs Miscellaneous
15 9 More veterinary hospitals Miscellaneous
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Miscellaneous

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
14 9 Make the fair grounds more useful Recreation Miscellaneous
15 9 County games on television Recreation Miscellaneous
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“Preserve” Ideas 
 

The ideas on the following pages were offered by participants in response to the following 
question: 
 

What do we need to preserve among things that already exist in Cumming-
Forsyth County today for the Time magazine article (and our vision of the future) 
to come true? 



--Quality of Life--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Standard of living - no undesirable business Quality of Life Economic Development
1 7 Quality of life Quality of Life
1 8 Quality of life Quality of Life
1 10 Quality of life Quality of Life
3 1 Quality of life Quality of Life
3 8 Community amenities Quality of Life
6 5 General quality of life Quality of Life
6 10 Quality of life Quality of Life
7 5 Quality of life Quality of Life
8 3 Quality of life Quality of Life
8 9 Our quality of life Quality of Life

13 1 Peaceful community Quality of Life
14 7 Privacy Quality of Life
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 7 Choice Planning Miscellaneous
1 10 Farmland Planning
1 11 Lake community Planning
1 15 Rural / farmland Planning
2 4 Continue to get community input for planning future / vision Planning
3 1 Larger lot sizes Planning
3 1 Agricultural integrity of county Planning
3 1 Downtown square Planning
3 2 Smart growth Planning
4 1 Farms / horses and cows / pastures Planning Environment
4 2 Downtown area central Planning
4 3 Farming culture Planning Culture
4 3 Continue community visioning process forever Planning
4 3 Downtown area - city square Planning
5 1 Community participation Planning
5 3 Farmland Planning
5 5 No highrise Planning
6 2 Low density housing Planning
6 2 Downtown Cumming Planning
6 2 Farmland Planning
6 3 Farms Planning
6 3 Downtown Cumming Planning
6 6 Farmland Planning
6 7 Farms Planning
6 8 Continue this type of meeting / brainstorming Planning
7 5 City Planning
7 6 The city - what is left of the old Planning
7 7 Public input and allow community involvement Planning
7 10 Participation of the hispanic groups in activities like this Planning Diversity
8 1 Farms Planning
8 1 Preserve the north side county Planning
8 4 Agricultural components Planning
8 5 Farms and farming infrastructure - cattle sale barn, rendering plant, etc. Planning

8 6 Farms and families Planning Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 7 Farm land Planning
8 7 Downtown area (any historical site) Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 8 Farms - keep them cost-effective, low taxes Planning Government
8 9 Our farms Planning
8 10 Farming Planning
10 3 Town meetings for future futures - notification of meetings - preserve and 

improve
Planning

11 1 Lake community Planning
11 3 Land downtown Planning
13 2 Downtown Cumming Planning
14 3 The square Planning
14 4 Farms Planning
14 6 Farms Planning
14 7 Less houses, more trees Planning Environment
14 7 Farms Planning
14 8 Farms Planning
14 9 Downtown area Planning
15 3 Suburban Planning
15 4 More / keep farmland Planning
15 6 Farms Planning
15 9 Keep the housing Planning
15 9 Stop building more neighborhoods Planning
14 5 Farms, pastures Environment Planning
2 4 Local self-determination (smaller cities / communities identity within Forsyth 

County)
Government Planning

1 2 Ambience of country community Image/Distinctiveness Planning
1 2 Farms / meadows Image/Distinctiveness Planning
1 3 Quality building Image/Distinctiveness Planning
3 7 Historic landmarks / some farm land Image/Distinctiveness Planning
2 1 Greenspace (parks, developments with trees) Recreation Planning
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 3 Sidewalks Transportation
5 5 Some country roads with tree cover Transportation
6 9 Rural roads Transportation
7 3 Average travel time Transportation

11 4 Regional access Transportation
15 4 Sidewalks Transportation
15 4 Bike trails Transportation
15 4 Quicker construction - ex: Hwy 26 Transportation
15 4 Traffic lights - more control Transportation
15 5 Veterans memorial Transportation
15 5 Roads Transportation
15 7 Back roads Transportation
15 8 Scene roads Transportation
15 8 Gardens along roads Transportation
1 16 Horse farm / pasture land (transportation plan?) Recreation Transportation
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Low taxes Government
1 2 Low tax base Government Economic Development
1 2 Cumming as the county seat Government
1 2 Preserve the senior tax break Government
1 5 Low taxes Government
1 6 Low millage rate / taxes Government
1 14 Maintain positive relationship with State Government Government
1 14 Accessibility to local officials Government
1 15 City as a separate entity Government
1 16 Low taxes Government
2 1 City of Cumming Government
2 4 Local self-determination (smaller cities / communities identity within Forsyth 

County)
Government Planning

2 5 Keep open dialogue between community members, residents and 
government

Government

3 1 Maintain homeowners rights - judicial use of eminent domain Government
3 1 Lower taxes Government
3 2 Affordable tax base Government
3 5 Low taxes Government
3 6 Low taxes Government
3 7 Low taxes Government
3 7 Senior discounts / tax breaks / etc. Government
3 8 Low taxes Government
3 8 SPLOST Government
3 9 Low taxes Government
4 1 Personal service in county government Government
4 2 Lower taxes Government
5 3 Low millage rate Government
5 3 SPLOST Government
6 1 Low taxes Government
7 1 Low tax rate Government
7 4 Low taxes Government
7 6 Low taxes Government
7 8 Low taxes Government
7 9 Low taxes Government
8 1 Dave's Creek city hall Government
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 5 Low taxes with balance between commerical and residential Government
8 10 Vote splost Government
9 2 City courthouse / admin / city halls Government

10 3 The Democratic Republic form of government Government
11 1 Low tax base Government
11 3 Continue splost Government
11 4 Low taxes Government
15 8 County government involvement Government
15 3 Low tax and interest rates Economic Development Government
8 8 Farms - keep them cost-effective, low taxes Planning Government
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Church-oriented community "Faith-based" Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 1 Welcoming attribute Neighborliness/ConnectedDiversity
1 3 Sense of humor Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 3 Sense of friendly community Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 4 Family / Community atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 6 Kindness Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 7 Community feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 8 Community involvement Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 9 Preserve wortk ethic and involvement Neighborliness/ConnectedLeadership
1 9 Preserve camraderie between residents in the county (work together) Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 9 Community day (away from the fair) Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 12 Moral character of the community Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 13 Preserve "sense of community" that will extend beyond the boundaires of 

individual subdivisions
Neighborliness/Connectedness

1 14 Maintain Family values and moral character Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 14 Civic organizations Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 14 Continuity of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
1 16 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 1 Caring / community - family-oriented, service orientation for all ages Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 1 Family-community connections with respect for diversity Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 3 Friendliness - people waving as you pass by - hospitality Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 4 Family feeling Neighborliness/Connectedness
2 5 Civic groups Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 1 Community involvement Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 2 Sense of family Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 2 Friendly community / southern hospitality Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 2 Giving / caring community Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 5 Family orientation Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 5 Strong faith-based initiatives Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 5 Feel of small town community Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 7 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 7 Family friendly Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 8 Strong faith orientation Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 8 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
3 9 Sense of community / family oriented Neighborliness/Connectedness
4 1 Family / small town atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
4 1 Community pride Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
4 2 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
4 2 Family oriented Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 1 People that care Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 2 Sense of community (welcoming and concern) with folks who want to 

volunteer
Neighborliness/Connectedness

5 2 Continue civic clubs / non-profits Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 3 Caring attitude of people Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 4 Small-town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 4 Volunteerism Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 4 Family values Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 4 Community activism Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Citizen involvement Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Churches, faith-based community Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Volunteers in community Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 5 Supporting non-profit organizations - helps with social issues Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 6 Friendly culture Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 6 Small town atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
5 6 People who care and volunteer to make better Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 1 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 1 Churches / morality Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 1 Friendly Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 1 United Way services Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 2 Moral fiber Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 3 Churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 3 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 6 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 6 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 6 Religious community Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 7 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 8 Small community "feeling" Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 9 Giving, caring community (generous with time, talents, money) Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 9 Clubs, fair Neighborliness/ConnectedCulture
7 1 Cumming's small town atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 2 Country / rural feel and culture of the county Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 3 Home town feel / hospitatlity Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 4 Sense of community / involved citizens Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
7 4 Churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 5 Friendly people Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 6 Community spirit - county / city fair - taste of forsyth - volunteer spirit Neighborliness/ConnectedCulture
7 6 Family values / sense of faith Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 6 Community outreach Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 8 Rural lifestyle Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 8 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 9 Small town attitude and values Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 9 Strong community involvement Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 9 Churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 1 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 1 County churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 2 Sense of community Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 2 Moral values Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 3 Community churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 6 Small town atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 7 Sense of smaller communities Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 7 Churces Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 9 Supportive families - parental involvement Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 9 Our churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 10 Friendly atmosphere Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 10 Small town feel Neighborliness/Connectedness
9 1 Churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
9 1 Faith-based community Neighborliness/Connectedness
9 2 Faith based, church-oriented Neighborliness/Connectedness
9 3 Preserve Parkway Presbyterian Church, and other churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
10 3 The Christian religion and tradition of holidays Neighborliness/Connectedness
10 4 Small town ambience Neighborliness/Connectedness
11 2 Small town feel - welcoming feeling Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 1 Southern hospitality Neighborliness/Connectedness
14 3 Southern hospitality Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 3 The "country-ness" Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 5 Churches Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 5 Southern culture Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 6 Southern culture Neighborliness/Connectedness
15 9 Keep the southern culture Neighborliness/Connectedness
7 1 Prosperous economic / social lifestyle Economic Development Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Neighborliness-Connectedness-

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 5 Sense of history - community Image/Distinctiveness Neighborliness/Connectedness
8 6 Farms and families Planning Neighborliness/Connectedness
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--Social Issues--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 5 Affordability Social Issues
5 3 Affordability of housing Social Issues
6 2 Maintaining social service agencies Social Issues
6 3 Affordable housing Social Issues
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Rodeo / Community (City) fair Culture
1 8 Steam engine parade Culture
1 9 Cumming Fair Culture
1 9 Steam engines Culture
1 9 Playhouse Culture
1 12 Fair grounds Culture
1 12 History / 4th of July parade / Rodeo Culture
1 13 Fairgrounds Culture
1 14 Heritage (American Indian, Pioneer, Historic Structures) Culture
1 14 Cumming Playhouse Culture
1 14 Christian heritage Culture
1 16 Steam engine parade Culture
1 16 Cumming country fair Culture
1 16 Safe / religious community (moral) Culture
2 1 Heritage, historical attributes Culture Image/Distinctiveness
2 1 Respectful feel of faith-based values Culture
2 2 County Fair Culture
2 2 Our safe lifestyle Culture
2 3 Agricultural / rural mountain heritage Culture
2 4 Heritage Culture
2 5 Community activities Culture
3 6 Fairgrounds Culture
4 3 County Fair Culture
5 2 City fairgrounds / landmarks Culture Image/Distinctiveness
5 3 Fairgrounds Culture
6 1 Heritage Culture
6 2 Steam tractor parade - 4th Culture
6 2 Heritage / rural roots Culture
6 8 The fair Culture
7 5 Fairgrounds Culture
7 5 Town events - parades Culture
7 6 Our rural heritage Culture
7 9 Fair grounds Culture
7 10 Cumming fair / rodeos Culture
8 2 Historical society Culture
8 3 Christian heritage Culture
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Culture

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 3 Community theater Culture
8 3 Community character - respect the heritage of the community Culture
8 8 Heritage / history Culture Image/Distinctiveness

13 1 Fair Culture
13 2 Cumming Fair Culture
14 2 Rebel flag Culture
14 4 Fairground Culture
14 5 Fair Culture
15 5 Fair grounds Culture
15 7 Fair (longer) Culture
15 9 Keep the fairgrounds Culture
2 3 Mountain + its heritage Environment Culture
3 9 Charming part of City / fairgrounds / old architecture Image/Distinctiveness Culture
8 4 Heritage, architecture Image/Distinctiveness Culture
8 10 Historical places - keep like cemetaries, fairgrounds Image/Distinctiveness Culture
6 9 Clubs, fair Neighborliness/ConnectedCulture
7 6 Community spirit - county / city fair - taste of forsyth - volunteer spirit Neighborliness/ConnectedCulture
4 3 Farming culture Planning Culture
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Health Care

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 3 Medical facilities - continue to improve Health Care
1 6 Hospital Health Care
3 2 Hospital / health care Health Care
3 3 GA Highlands Health Services Health Care
3 8 Health care system Health Care
3 9 Hospital system Health Care
5 2 Medical services Health Care
6 1 Healthcare system Health Care
6 7 Medical facilities Health Care
6 9 Great healthcare - Northside Forsyth with maternity Health Care
7 3 Outstanding health care facilities Health Care
7 4 Healthcare Health Care
7 6 Programs for seniors Health Care Recreation
8 10 Health care Health Care

10 3 The senior centers - improve Health Care

Page 14 of 22



Human Capital

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
5 5 Emphasis on children Human Capital

11 5 Keeping young people here - especially the talented Human Capital
11 5 Give young people something to come back to Human Capital
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 2 Ambience of country community Image/Distinctiveness Planning
1 2 Farms / meadows Image/Distinctiveness Planning
1 2 Historical sites Image/Distinctiveness
1 2 Minimal billboads on roads Image/Distinctiveness
1 3 Quality building Image/Distinctiveness Planning
1 4 Historical buildings preservation Image/Distinctiveness
1 5 Our hometown feeling - small town atmosphere / country like atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness

1 6 History / Heritage (personal history of residents) Image/Distinctiveness
1 7 History and historical buildings / heritage Image/Distinctiveness
1 8 Local historical assets / structures: Pooles Mill, Fair Grounds, Lake Lanier Image/Distinctiveness

1 8 Peaceful / country atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
1 10 Small town feel Image/Distinctiveness
1 10 Historical sites / homes Image/Distinctiveness
1 10 Trees / flowers along roads Image/Distinctiveness
1 11 Small town / community feel Image/Distinctiveness
1 12 Historic Buildings Image/Distinctiveness
1 12 Cleanliness Image/Distinctiveness
1 14 "Small town" atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
1 16 Historical sites Image/Distinctiveness
1 16 Clock tower Image/Distinctiveness
2 2 Our history Image/Distinctiveness
2 3 Historical - buildings and homes Image/Distinctiveness
2 3 Keep it clean Image/Distinctiveness
2 3 Identity -- not become part of Atlanta Image/Distinctiveness
2 4 Hometown / small town atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
2 5 Small town charm Image/Distinctiveness
3 1 Aestetic beauty of county Image/Distinctiveness
3 1 Natural scenic corridors Image/Distinctiveness Environment
3 4 Small-town atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
3 4 Historical sites / buildings Image/Distinctiveness
3 7 Historic landmarks / some farm land Image/Distinctiveness Planning
3 9 Charming part of City / fairgrounds / old architecture Image/Distinctiveness Culture
4 2 History Image/Distinctiveness
4 3 Small town values with big city atmosphere Image/Distinctiveness
5 1 Sense of history Image/Distinctiveness
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
5 3 Poole's Mill Image/Distinctiveness
5 3 Historic buildings Image/Distinctiveness
5 3 Attractiveness of county Image/Distinctiveness
5 4 Historic landmarks Image/Distinctiveness
5 4 History prior to the invasion Image/Distinctiveness
5 6 Indian seats at Sawnee Preserve Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Poole's Mill Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Historical buildings and landmarks Image/Distinctiveness
6 2 Scenery Image/Distinctiveness
6 3 History of Forsyth County Image/Distinctiveness
6 3 Historical buildings and cemeteries Image/Distinctiveness
6 4 Historical buildings Image/Distinctiveness
6 5 Old historic buildings Image/Distinctiveness
6 5 Sense of history - community Image/Distinctiveness Neighborliness/Connectedness
6 6 Historic buildings / places Image/Distinctiveness
6 6 Native American history Image/Distinctiveness
6 7 Poole's Mill Image/Distinctiveness
6 7 Historical structures Image/Distinctiveness
6 10 Historic buildings Image/Distinctiveness
7 2 Historical landmarks in the county Image/Distinctiveness
7 3 History Image/Distinctiveness
7 5 Natural history Image/Distinctiveness
7 5 Historic buildings Image/Distinctiveness
7 11 Court hosue, historical buildings Image/Distinctiveness
8 3 Historical sites Image/Distinctiveness
8 3 The beauty of the county Image/Distinctiveness
8 4 Heritage, architecture Image/Distinctiveness Culture
8 5 History - buildings, stories, documents, in county as well as city (example: 

Sharon Old Springs Elementary)
Image/Distinctiveness

8 6 County heritage and history Image/Distinctiveness
8 7 Community landmarks Image/Distinctiveness
8 9 Our reputation Image/Distinctiveness
8 10 Historical places - keep like cemetaries, fairgrounds Image/Distinctiveness Culture
9 1 Ambiance of downtown Cumming Image/Distinctiveness
10 3 Historical landmarks - make more interesting Image/Distinctiveness
10 5 History - county museum Image/Distinctiveness
11 3 History - different community Image/Distinctiveness
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Image-Distinctiveness

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
13 2 Cleanliness in town and the quality of supervision to keep it clean Image/Distinctiveness
13 2 Christmas lights around town Image/Distinctiveness
14 2 History of county Image/Distinctiveness
14 3 History Image/Distinctiveness
14 5 Historical buildings Image/Distinctiveness
14 6 Historical buildings / monuments / artifacts Image/Distinctiveness
14 7 History sites Image/Distinctiveness
14 8 History Image/Distinctiveness
15 2 The cities: historic Image/Distinctiveness
15 5 Historic Forsyth Image/Distinctiveness
15 6 Historical buildings Image/Distinctiveness
15 9 Historical buildings in downtown Cumming Image/Distinctiveness
15 9 Keep memorials Image/Distinctiveness
2 1 Heritage, historical attributes Culture Image/Distinctiveness
5 2 City fairgrounds / landmarks Culture Image/Distinctiveness
8 8 Heritage / history Culture Image/Distinctiveness
2 5 Natural beauty Environment Image/Distinctiveness
4 3 Characture of various areas in County, like: etowah area, equestrian areas, 

farm areas, beaver dam
Environment Image/Distinctiveness

1 13 Current courthouse Public Safety Image/Distinctiveness
14 3 Court house Public Safety Image/Distinctiveness
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Infrastructure

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 6 Water Infrastructure
3 3 Underground utilities Infrastructure
5 3 Water resources Infrastructure
6 6 Landfill Infrastructure
7 1 Preserve / enhance drinking water Infrastructure

14 9 Utilities Infrastructure
15 4 Lake for electricity Infrastructure
15 4 Solar energy Infrastructure
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Public Safety

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Safety and security Public Safety
1 2 Sense of safety / security Public Safety
1 3 Public safety Public Safety
1 6 Safety Public Safety
1 8 Safe environment Public Safety
1 11 Top rated law and fire (low crime rate) Public Safety
1 13 Current courthouse Public Safety Image/Distinctiveness
1 15 Safety / low crime rate Public Safety
2 3 Safety Public Safety
3 4 Low crime rate Public Safety
3 5 Low crime rate Public Safety
3 6 Low crime Public Safety
3 9 Low crime rate Public Safety
4 1 Safety and low crime rate Public Safety
4 2 Safety / public services Public Safety
5 2 Safe community (police / fire / ems) Public Safety
5 5 Low crime rate (esp. violent) - very unique to our area Public Safety
5 6 Safe environment Public Safety
6 1 Safety Public Safety
6 3 Safety Public Safety
6 6 Safety Public Safety
7 1 Quality law enforcement / low crime rate Public Safety
7 3 Public safety Public Safety
7 4 Safe community Public Safety
7 5 Safety Public Safety
7 6 Sense of security Public Safety
7 7 Low crime rate Public Safety
7 9 Safe place to live Public Safety
7 10 Security / safety Public Safety
7 11 Maintain safe law-abiding community Public Safety
8 1 Low crime rate Public Safety
8 2 Security / low crime rate Public Safety
8 3 Low crime rate Public Safety

11 2 Low crime rate Public Safety
11 4 Safety in community Public Safety
13 2 Security and safety in town Public Safety
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Public Safety

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
13 2 The fire department always on time to help Public Safety
14 3 Court house Public Safety Image/Distinctiveness
15 9 Meth labs (lose) Public Safety
15 9 Lose the gangs Public Safety
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Miscellaneous

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 14 Preserve our Youth Miscellaneous
2 5 Commitment to community Miscellaneous
3 4 Non-profit organizations Miscellaneous
4 3 Steam fusies Miscellaneous
5 2 Cemetary Miscellaneous
7 4 Freedom to choose / opportunity / monitor regulations Miscellaneous
7 9 Northside Miscellaneous
8 1 Grave yards Miscellaneous
9 2 What we already have Miscellaneous

14 1 Animals Miscellaneous
14 2 Graveyards Miscellaneous
14 3 Animals Miscellaneous
14 8 Forsyth county Miscellaneous
15 6 John's Creek Miscellaneous
15 6 Cemetary Miscellaneous
15 6 Traditional Cumming Miscellaneous
15 8 "Fat" trash can (permanent) and compacts out Miscellaneous
15 9 Keep county part of Forsyth Miscellaneous
1 7 Choice Planning Miscellaneous
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“Need” Ideas 
 

The ideas on the following pages were offered by participants in response to the following 
question: 
 

What do we lack in Cumming-Forsyth County today that we would need for the 
Time magazine article (and our vision of the future) to come true? 

 



--Quality of Life--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
5 3 Lack of political focus on quality of life Quality of Life

13 2 Landlords to give better maintenance to their rental properties Quality of Life
13 2 When we rent a property, that landlords have all services, such as heating 

and air conditioning
Quality of Life
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 More Windwards - business and industry of size Planning Economic Development
1 2 Vision Planning
1 3 Envision 2030 - master plan Planning
1 5 More unity toward stated goals Planning
1 6 Long-range plan with milestones and reviews Planning
1 7 Common vision and goals with clear communication Planning
1 7 Cooperation for implementation Planning
1 8 Constructive planning Planning
1 9 Envision 2030 in the paper every couple of months / continue to expand the 

vision / "Spread the word!"
Planning

1 9 Keep the plan no matter who is elected Planning
1 12 True visionary plan: all-county encompassing Planning
1 12 Consensus visionary planning between the citizens and politicians Planning
1 13 Real planning / Smart growth Planning
1 13 If we could encourage preservation of agricultural uses Planning
1 15 A vision / plan Planning
2 2 Vision (planned community) Planning
2 4 Planned communities - emphasis on the "plan" Planning
2 5 Envision 2030 for teens / kids Planning
3 1 Commissioners sticking to master plan Planning Leadership
3 6 Discipline to follow the master land use plan Planning
3 8 Mixed-use development Planning
3 9 Controlled commercial and residential growth - need better balance Planning
4 2 Overlay to control Planning
4 2 Restrictive covenant Planning
4 3 Quality planning Planning
4 3 Mixed developments - Residential / stores Planning
5 1 Good master plan Planning
5 2 Create master land use plan Planning
5 3 Enforcable Master Plan Planning
5 4 Master plan Planning
5 6 A plan that we stick to Planning
5 6 Vision, commitment and continuity Planning
6 1 Master plan that focuses on small community development with multi-use Planning

6 2 Blend north and south forsyth into one community Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 2 Land use plan for maintaining quality of growth Planning
6 5 Fiscal commitment to our vision Planning
6 7 Follow through of plan Planning
6 7 More emphasis on keeping / planning of quaint downtown feel - instead of 

wiping it out
Planning

6 9 Density plus some greenspace Planning Environment
6 10 Planned growth - we lack a plan with teeth for zoning / remove politics Planning
7 1 Planned higher density areas for affordable housing Planning Social Issues
7 4 Integrated land use / transportation plan Planning Transportation
7 4 Better balanced growth - residential / commercial Planning
7 5 Citizen advisory panels - aggressive and progressive Planning Leadership
7 5 More centralized communities Planning
7 6 Better master plan Planning
7 8 Life-work-play areas Planning
7 9 Livable centers - live, work and play Planning
8 1 Managed growth plan - stick with it Planning
8 1 Village squares Planning
8 3 Make sure we don't turn into Roswell / Alpharetta / Gwinnett Planning
8 3 To continue this type of process into the future Planning
8 3 To make sure that this effort is not wasted - this this info is actually going to 

be used
Planning

8 3 Create 5 to 10 year plans for the community Planning
8 3 To follow / adhere to the land use plan Planning
8 5 More small school communities Planning Education
8 8 Controlled planning Planning
8 8 All amenities evenly dispersed Planning

10 3 Tree ordinance - planned community Planning
10 4 Planned growth Planning
11 2 Consistency in the plan - follow-through Planning
11 2 One clear plan - stick to it - checks and balance - core city united Planning
11 3 Slow development / set controls, more strict Planning
11 4 Plan - coordinated between government, people Planning
11 4 Short term goals - milestones Planning
11 5 Diversity in housing market Planning
15 1 Build up, not out Planning
3 6 Nice mall area @ exit 12 Economic Development Planning
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--Planning--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
8 7 Changes in tax structure - more flexible, to be used for conservation in 

preserving farms
Economic Development Planning

3 8 Environmentally sound planning Environment Planning
11 2 Infrastructure - clear plan - people stick to plan Infrastructure Planning
1 2 Cooperation between city and county / County master plan includes city Leadership Planning

3 8 Pedestrian-friendly infrastructure Transportation Planning
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 3 Airport Transportation
1 3 Roads Transportation
1 3 Public transportation Transportation
1 3 Alternative fuels - transportation Transportation Environment
1 4 Highway 20 bypass around Cumming Transportation
1 4 Additional 400 crossing facilities (additional bridges, foot bridges, paths 

crossing GA 400)
Transportation

1 7 Variety of transportation Transportation
1 7 Roads - bonds Transportation
1 8 Public transportation in the county Transportation
1 8 More roads / better roads / traffic management Transportation
1 8 More all-purpose trailways Transportation
1 10 Small airport / heliport Transportation
1 10 Better roads for easier / faster commutes Transportation
1 11 Roads and transportation: Integrate transprotation and retail and living 

space into one large plan / Sequence lights to improve traffic flow
Transportation

1 11 New form of transportation Transportation
1 12 Roads (consistency in road names) Transportation
1 15 Good roads Transportation
1 15 Alternative transportation Transportation
1 15 New way of thinking about alternative transportation and networking Transportation
1 16 Transportation plan Transportation
1 16 Town square traffic plan Transportation
2 1 Transportation infrastructure and a State government understanding of the 

issues
Transportation

2 2 Road system to move our increased traffic better Transportation
2 3 Roads Transportation
2 3 Transportation -- monorail Transportation
2 3 Rail facility and location Transportation
2 4 Transportation alternatives - efficient transportation Transportation
3 1 Adequate roadways Transportation
3 1 Pedestrian-friendly infrastructure Transportation
3 2 Uncrowded roadways Transportation
3 3 Roads Transportation
3 3 Sidewalks Transportation
3 3 Public transportation Transportation

Page 5 of 23



--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
3 3 Old Atlanta Road Transportation
3 4 Ease of movement (congestion) Transportation
3 5 Road master plan Transportation
3 6 Better roads Transportation
3 6 Public transit within and outside county Transportation
3 6 Sidewalks / walkways Transportation
3 7 Municipal Airport Transportation
3 7 Local transit Transportation
3 7 Bike path Transportation
3 8 Adequate roads Transportation
3 8 Pedestrian-friendly infrastructure Transportation Planning
3 9 Improved road systems Transportation
3 9 Sidewalks Transportation
4 1 Transportation Transportation
4 1 Sufficient roads (x10) Transportation
4 2 Sidewalks Transportation
4 2 Bike paths Transportation
4 2 Smart roads Transportation
5 2 Synchronized traffic signals Transportation
5 3 Transportation (mass) Transportation
5 3 East-West corridor Transportation
5 3 Cumming downtown bypass Transportation
5 3 Airport Transportation
5 4 Alternative transportation (bike / walk) - "commuter oriented" light rail Transportation
5 4 Traffic planning (timed lights, speed humps, etc. on install, not retrofit) Transportation
5 5 Better, more public transportation including local buses (open air) to serve 

tourists / community
Transportation

5 5 Better roads Transportation
5 6 Connectivity - ex. Bike trails, pedestrian Transportation
6 3 Sufficient roads and infrastructure Transportation
6 3 Public transportation Transportation
6 3 Bike trails and sidewalks Transportation
6 5 Mass transit Transportation
6 6 400 alternatives Transportation
6 8 Transportation Transportation
6 8 Bike Paths Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
6 10 Roads / infrastructure Transportation
7 1 Long-range transportation plan that includes interconnectivity Transportation
7 2 Bike paths / nature teaching centers Transportation
7 3 Regional airport Transportation
7 3 More parking Transportation
7 5 Widen roads where needed Transportation
7 7 Road improvement (esp east-west) Transportation
7 8 By-pass around downtown Transportation
7 9 Alternative transit Transportation
7 10 Transportation Transportation
7 10 Sidewalks all around the city Transportation
7 10 More roads away from downtown cumming (deviate traffic) Transportation
7 11 Truck bypass Transportation
7 11 Road system - environmentally attractive and user friendly Transportation
8 1 Community transportation Transportation
8 5 Transportation that has a full spectrum: buses, walking trails, bike trail - 

stop lights to prevent accidents (Holtzclaw - 369, Parks - 306)
Transportation

8 6 Adequate highway system Transportation
8 9 Transportation - public Transportation

10 5 Look at more control of motorcycles Transportation
10 5 Transportation - elect politicians and talk to them about planning Transportation
10 6 Impact fees for roads - from developers Transportation
11 3 Pods - alternative modes to get to down from all over the county Transportation
11 3 Airport Transportation
13 1 Sidewalks Transportation
13 1 Public transportation - bus, train Transportation
13 2 Transportation Transportation
13 2 More sideroads for bikes, walkways Transportation
13 2 Deviate the traffic away from town - connectors Transportation
14 3 Roads Transportation
14 3 Better traffic system Transportation
14 7 Road expansions Transportation
14 8 Road expansion Transportation
14 9 Sidewalks Transportation
14 9 Wider roads Transportation
15 2 Sidewalks Transportation
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--Transportation--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
15 7 Add roads to help traffic (bigger roads) Transportation
15 7 Need hotels for vacationers, sidewalks Transportation Economic Development
15 8 Roads (141) Transportation
15 8 Sidewalks Transportation
4 1 More of a focus on arts and transportation and entertainment Culture Transportation
8 5 Better planning for school bus routes - 3-tier transportation not good Education Transportation
6 5 Infrastructure to support rapid growth - roads, utilities, etc Infrastructure Transportation
7 4 Expanded infrastructure - roads, water, sewer, etc. Infrastructure Transportation
7 4 Integrated land use / transportation plan Planning Transportation
8 1 Infrastructure - jail, roads, hospitals, schools Public Safety Transportation
8 1 Safety - sidewalks, bike trails, parks, medical, fire, police, hospitals Public Safety Transportation
7 11 Greenspace and bike trails Recreation Transportation
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
1 1 Government cooperation - "service oriented" Government Leadership
1 9 City-county government start working together for the better good of the 

overall community
Government Leadership

1 14 Cooperation between city and county government Government Leadership
1 15 Effective government Government
1 15 City / County partnership Government Leadership
2 2 Cohesive governemnt between and within county and city Government
2 4 Professional county management - county executive form of government - 

appointed head of government
Government

2 5 More SPLOST projects Government
2 5 Teen focus groups / governemnt - find out what they want in their 

community
Government

2 5 Teen seat on Board of Commissioners Government
3 3 C/C cooperation Government Leadership
3 4 South Forsyth Post Office Government
3 7 Centralized government Government
3 8 Another city Government
3 9 Good working relationship between city and county governments Government Leadership
4 1 The city and county need to unify more Government Leadership
5 1 Town hall meetings Government
5 2 Good working relationship between city / county (single government? / 

unified - only one)
Government Leadership

5 3 Electronic government Government
6 6 Communication between governments and public Government
6 7 Election procedures for county officials Government
6 7 Professional level of county staff Government
6 8 Closer collaboration between city and county government Government Leadership
7 5 Elect officials by district rather than at large - we need representation based 

on the individual districts
Government

7 5 Ombudsman for county Government
7 6 To repair our divisive local government - election by district Government
8 1 Unified government Government
8 2 More centralized services Government
8 5 Partnership between county and city government Government Leadership
8 6 Cooperation between city and county government Government Leadership
8 7 More satellite government offices Government
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--Government--

Meeting Circle Ideas Category 1 Category 2
10 3 Lower taxes - money in peoples pockets Government
10 3 Change social security and taxes Government
10 6 More equitable split between city / county Government
10 6 Flat tax Government
10 6 Don't be in the attainment area Government
11 1 Continuity in county government Government
14 4 Better government Government
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